FASTE, APPOYNTED 
be the Generall A(- 


ſemblie of the 

Kirkes of 

Scotland. -: 
Halden at Edinburgh the 25, 

day of December. 1565. 
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+ Therefore alſo now the Lord 
#FAſayeth, Turne yow vnto me with # 
&+ all your heart, and with Faſting & 
Tg with weaping,and with murning. 
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THE SVPERINTEN 
ENTES, MINISTERS 
AND COMMISSIONERS OF 


Kirkes Reformed within the Re- 
; alme of Scotland, conuened in the 
Generall Aſſemblie, at Edinburgh 
the 25. day of December. 1565. 
To all that trewly profeſſe the 
Lord leſus within the ſame Realm, 
 orels where, wiſhe grace & mercy 
from God the Father, and from his 
onely Sone our Lord Teſus Chriſt, 
with the perpetuall confort of the 


| holy Spirite. 


)C * Ic 


fg HE preſent troubles 
being ſomewhat con 
ſ1ddered, but greater 
_ feared ſhortly x fol- 
&) Jy low. It wes thought 
thr ( dearelie beloued in 
"the Lord Iecſus ) that the whole 


Bf 
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faith full 57.5 this 
rogether, and at one tyme protrat 


the date of the ſaid Aſlemblic, by 


Realme, ſhutd | 


them ſejues before their God, ras ri 
uing of hira pardone and mercy, ® 
for the grcat abuſe of his forniaP 
benetites 3 and the aſſiſtance of hi 
holie Spirite, by whoſe myghtie? 
operation we may yet conuert to 4 
our God, thet ve prouoke him not ® 

to take from v3the lyght of his B-Þ 
uangle, vaiche he of his mercie . 
hath cazed ſo clearely of laite day ® 
es to ſhyne within this Realme. 

But becauſe that ſuche publ: 
Supplicationes require alwayes fa- 
{ting to be 1oyned therewith, and 1 
public Faſting .craueth a certane? 
tyme , and certane exercyſes of"; 


ſ 


| codlines then to be yſed with gre-: I 


ter {traitnes then at vther tymes. nl 
The whole Aſſemblic after deli-1: 
beration , hath appoynted the laſt, 
Sonday of Februarie, and the firlty 
Sonday of Marche, nixt following 


that moſte necsſiare exercyſe ( i 
tyme-” 


gryme now ftandeth ) of publi& 
+ Falting, And further, did requyrs 
_ the ſame to be ftignited be ail Mt- 
; nilters to their people the Sonday 
» preceading the {214 luſt Sonday of 
; February, But [e:ilt chat the Pa» 
op {te {hall think that n0w we be » 
oginne ro authoriſe and praiſe that 
j which ſome tymes we haue repro- 
, ued aud dampned in them Or 
7 els that the ignorant who knowe 

not the commoditie of rhis moite 
/oodly exercyſc, ihal coteinpne the 
a lame. We haue thought 5xpedtent 
E ſome what to ſpeak to the one and. 
4to the vther. ad yato the Pa- - 
piltes hrite we ſay , that as 1n puri>. 
tic of conſcience, we haue refuſed 
their whole aboominations, and 
-amongelt the reſt, rhat their ſuper- 
iINt;tious and Pharaſticall mancr of 
(Failing. So een ynto this day.do 
wc contine x in the ſame purpole, 
Boldely affirming that their Fa- 
ting 1s no Faitng that ever God 
APProucd, bur taat it is a deceauing 
q* As 3 
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ing of God, which moſte euident- 
lie will appeare If in the Scrip- 
tures we ſearche what is the ryght 
end of Faſting , what Faſting plea- 


ſed God, and which it is that his - 


RY 


of the people, and a meare mock.” 


ſoule abhorreth. Of Faſting in the 


Scriptures we finde two ſortes, the 
one private, the vther publict. 

The priate is that which man or 
woman docth in ſecrete, & before 
their God, for {uche cauſes as their 


owen colcience beareth record vn 


to them. As Dauid during the time 
that his Sone which wes begotten 
1n adulrerie, wes {truken with mor: 
tall ſeicknes, falted, weapr, and lay 
vpen the ground, becauſe that ir 


the ſercknes of the Chylde he did 


conſidder Godes diſpleaſure ags 
gainſt. him ſelfe, for the remouny 
whereof he faſted, murned, & pray 
ed,vnto ſuch tyme as he ſaw God 
will fulfilled, by the awaytaking 0 
the Chylde.Privatly Faſted Anna 
vic to Alcana, cuen in the verra) 
| SolempMni 


hn. 


> Solempne Fealtes, _— AIC 
| of her barrennes. For the weapt, 
and eat nothing , but in the bitter= 
nes of her heart ſhe prayed vato 
the Lord , nether ceaſed ſhe frome 
forow and murning , vato ſuche 
tyme as Eli the hie Preaſt, concur= 
red with her in prayers, by whoſe 
mouth after that he had herd her 
petifull complaint , ſhe reccaued 
conforte. 
Of this Faſting ſpeaketh ours 
Maſter Ieſus Chriſt, in theſe wor- 
des, when ye Faſt, be not ſowre as 
the Hypocrytes,for they diſfigure 
their taces,that they may ſeme yn= 
to men to Faſt. But thow when 
thow Faſteſt, annoynt thy head, & 
waſhe thy face, that thow ſeme 
not vnto men to Faſt, but vnto thy 
Father which ſeeth in ſecrete, and 
will rewarde thee openly. Of the 
. ſame no dout ſpeaketh y Apoltle, 
when that he ſayerh,defraude nor Car. 7, 
one another, except it be with co- 
ſear ſor a tyme, that ye may gue 
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your ſelues to Faſting and prayer. 


deth chictly in a temperat dyet, & 
in powring furthe of our ſecrete 
thoughtes, aad neceſsities before 
God, can be preſcrined no certane 
rule,certane tyme, nor ceriane ce- 
remonies, but as thc caules and oc- 
cations why that. exerciſe is vſed 
are divers ( yez, fo divers that fel- 
come it 1s that many at ones are 
moued with one cauſc)ſo are dyet, 
tyme, together with all vther cir- 


cumſtances, requyred to ſuche Fa- 


ſting, pur in the libertic of them 
tharvicit, Tothis Faſting ve 
haue bene faitkfully and earneſtly 
exhorted by oure Preacheoures, as 
cftas the Scriptures whiche they 
entreated offe;cd ynto thera occa- 
fhon, And we dout not, butthe 
Godlie within this Realme' naue 


vied the ſame as neceſyitic craued, 


albeit with the Popiltes we blew 
no Trimpetes, to appoynt thereto 
Certane d3Y es. 


The 


=P: 


To this private Faſting, wich {ta- - 


4 


The vther kynde of Faſting 1s 
ub!li& ſo pas becauſe that it 
15 opanlie 2w0#24, ſome tymes of 
a Rcalme, (gh tymes of a multi - 
'ruce, ſome tyres of 4 Cietie, and 
ſome rymes "of 4 meaner compa- 
nie,yca, ſome tymes of particulars 
perſones , and yet publtly vied, 
and that for rhe wealth of a multt- 
tude. The caulſts riicreof are allo 


divers, for ſame tymes the feare of cm; har 
ennimies, ſome rymes the angrie ought to 


face of Gol punitiheirg , ſome. ty- 
mes his threatning to diitroy, fome 


tymes iniquitle deprehiended tat 


| Tyght! !y betore wes not confide- 
red, and ſome tymes the earneſt 
zeale that ſome beare for preſer- 
Vation of Gods people, for aduan - 


Cir of his A & performins of 
"his. WOrze. ac ording to his Pro- 


Me, mons 72a to pub te Fa- 
Ring, c , CO wh ſite »1 of their ſinnes, & 
WE rac PFayCrs , ſor defence 
again; Metlr en imes, recouer r10g 
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of Golds faucures ; remouing of 


mou MECR 
to public 


Faſting. 
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his plagues, preſeruation of his pf 


ple, and ſetting fordwarde of thy 
worke, which he hath'of his mercy 
promyſed to finiſhe , as in the ſub 
ſequeat probationes euidently {hy 
appeare. . © When Meſiingen 
came to IToſaphat ſaying , Then 
cometh a great multitude againf 
thee, from beyond the ſea, out 
Aram ( that is Syria) &c. Ioſapha 
feared,and ſet him ſelf to ſeake th 
Lord, and proclamed a Faſte thro 
ughout all Tuda, and Iuda gather 
ed them ſelues together , to aſk 
counſall of the Lord, they com 
euen out of all the Cieties of Iud 
to inquyre of the Lord., And Io 


ſaphart itoode in the Congregatio- 


of [ada, and Ieruſalem in the hal 
of the Lord, before the new cour 
And all Tuda ſtoode before th 
Lord with their yong ones , the- 
wyues and their Chylidrene, An. 
Iofapnat ſaid, 6 Lord God of ol! 
Fathers, art not thow God in ha' 
uen , and reignelt nor thow ini 
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Kingdomes of the Heathen? And 

in thy hand is power and nyght, 
and none is able to withſ{tand thee. 
Haſte not thow our God caſt our 


the inhabitantes of this Land , be- 


fore thy people Iſraell, and haſte 
giuen It to the ſead of Abraham 
thy freind for euer? &c, But now 
the Ammorytes, and Moabyrtes, 
& the mont Seir,ar come to calt vs 
out of thy poſſe{fion? O Lord our 
God ſhall thow not ludge them*? 

In vs there is no ſtrength to {tand, 
againit this great multitude, that 
commeth againſt vs,nether knowe 
we what todo, but vato thee are 
our prayers bent. &c, Of this hilto- 
rie we haue the firſt cauſe of pub- 
lict Faſting, and the Solempnitie 
thereof ſufficiently prouen. For 
the feare of ennimies copelled Io- 
laphat to ſeak the Lord, he know- 
ing him ſelfe burdened with the 
care of the people, exhorted rhem 
to do the ſame. They from all cie- 
ties and quarters repared to Ieru- 


ſalem, whereupone a fatute daye * : 
the King and the people, yea, wy- 
ues and chyldrene, preſented them 
The cerewo {clues before the Lord, in his holie | 
hf rac 2 TOI , exponed their necelsitic, 
implored his helpe again{t that en- 
raged multitude, that alwayes wes 
einimie to Godes people , and 
gaue open confeſſion of their owE 
weaknes, leaning oneiy to the pro- 
mes and protection of the omni- 
| | potent. Which exemple, we and . 
El eucrie people lykewyſe aſſaulted, 
may and ought to follow in cuerie. 
poynt. This onely excepted, that 
we are not bound to conuene at. 
any one appoynted place, as they. 
did at leruſalem. For to no one cer 
tane and {cuerall place 1s that pro-, 
mes made, that then wes made to: 
the Temple of leruſalem, which 
wes , thar whatſoeuer men in:their 
extremitic ſhulde aſk of God in it, 
God thuld grant it from his: holie. 
bh habitation in the heauen. - leſus 
© the Melv1as then looked for, whoſe 
By preſence 
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preſence wes ſought in the mercie 
ſeat , and betuix the C herubinnes, 
is now entered within the Vale, 
that is in the heauen, ard there a- 
bydeth onely Mediator for vs,vn- 
tro whome from all the coaſtes of 
the earth, we may lift vp pure han- 
des, dir:& oure prayers, fupplt- 
cationes, and complaintes, and be 
aſſured that they ſhalbe receaued, 
in wharſocuer plice we conuene. 

And yetin tyme of {uche publict 
exercyles, we wolde wiſhe that all 
men and wemen {noulderepareto 
ſuche places as their conlcience 
may be beſt inſtructed, their Faith 
molſte edified , repentance moſte 
luely ſturred vp in them, and rhey 
by Gods worde may be molte al 
ſured that their iuſt petitions ſhall 
not berepelled. Which thinves 
ca not be done fo lively in ſecrete, 
and priuat meditation, as that they 
are 1n publicte Aﬀemblie, where 
Chriſt Jeſus is trewly preached, & 
this muche ſhortely for the firſte 


Tofus. 9. 
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head Ofthe ſecond, to wit, thav 
the angrie face of God puniſhing, 
ought to driue vs to publi&t Fa- 
{tiny , & humiliation of our ſoules 
before our God, we haue two no- 
table exemples, the one written in 
Joſua, who hearing and vnderſtan- 
ding, that lſraell had turned the 
back before the Cananites and the 
Eldess of [ſraell, rent their clothes, 
fell vpone their faces' before the 
Arke of the Lord vnto the nyght, | 
and caſte dulte vpon their heades, 
in f1gne of their humiliation and 
detection, The vrher is expreſ- 
ſed in the booke of the Tudges, 
where, Iſrael] being commanded 
by God to fight againſt Beniamin, 
becauſe that they menteaned wic- 
ked men thar deſerued death, loſte 
the firlt day twentic two thouſand 
of their armie,and the ſecond day 
eighrene thouſand. Art the hrſte 
loſe they were lyghtlie rouched, 
and aſked counfall ifthey ſhulde 
reney the battel, but at the ſecond 
Oucrturow,.. 
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euerthrow , the whole people re- 
pared vnto the hous of the Lord, 
Hr there, weapt before: the Lord, 
& Faſted thar day vnto the nyght, 
for then began they to conſ1dder 
Gods angrie face againſt them. 
In this laſt hiſtorie there appeareth 
iuſt cauſe why the people ſhulde 
haue runeto the onely refuge of 
God , becauſe that their firſt armie 
of fourtie thouſand 'men wes vt- 
. terly diltroyed. But what ſte 
occafion had Ioſua ſo lementablie 
to complaine , yea, ſo boldely as it 
wereto accuſe God, that he had 
deceaued him in that, thar againſt 
his promes he had ſuffered Iſrael! 
to fall before their ennimies. Wes 
the loſe of threttie men(no mo fell 
that day in the edge of the ſword) 
ſo great a mater that he ſhulde diſ- 
parre of anybetter ſucceſle, that he 
ſhulde accuſe God that he had 
brought them ouer Iordane, and 
that he ſhulde feare that the whole 
armie of the Lord ſhuld be inuero- 


ned aboute, '2nd- conſumed in 
rage of their ennimies, yea, if 


raell had onely look ed" no further ; 
then to the lole of the fourtie thoy 
fand men, they had bene but fea 


ble Soldioures, for they had ſuf. 
fcient ſtrength remaning behind, 


for what were fourtie thouſand, in- 
reſpec of all the Trybes of iſrael? 


Nay, nay (deare bretirene) it wes 


an vther thinge then the preſent 


loſe, that terrified & affrayed their 
conſciences , and made them {ſo 


efteminatlie ( ſo wold fleſhe judge) 

ro complaine, weap,and bowle ber. 
fore God,to wit, they ſaw his ang-" 
ris face againſt them, they fav hy. 


hand fortifhe their ennimies, and 
to fight againſt them, whome both 


he had commanded to fight, and: 
had promyſed to give th em) vieo- 
rie. For eueric commandement” 
of God to do any thing againſt his#; m 
ennimies, hath included withinvit 4: tf 
ſecrete promes of his godly aflt-; ti 
ſtance, which they find not in the cc 
as has. | 


# beginning of their interpryſes, and. 
\ therefore they did confidder the 
 fearcenes of his diſpleaſure, 8& did 
| tremble before his angrie Face, 
- whoſe myghtie hand they fand to 
_ fight agiinſt them , and that wes 

the cauſe of their dolorous com- 
- plaintes,and feareful crying before 
their God. What wes the cauſe 
that God delt ſo fremmedlie with 
- the one, ani] with the vther? We 
may perchance ſomewhat ſpeak, 
when that we ſhall entreat of 'the 
. frutes of Faſting, and of thoſe thin=- 
. ges that may holde back from vs 
*. the alsiſtance of God , even whea 
_ we prepare vs to put his comman- 
_ dementin execution. The thride 
. Cauſe of publict Faſting, is Godes 
'threatninges pronounced ,, ather 
- againſt a multitude , or againlt -a 
+ perſone in'particulare. Ofthe for=- 
# mer the exempleis Niniue, vnto 
- the which Ionas cryed, yet four- 
; te dayes,& Niniuie ſhalbe diſtroy 
ed, which vapleaſing tydinges cit- 


ming to the cares of the King, hgþ 


| proclamed a Faſte, he humbled hig 
oven ſoule,yea, eue to Sackclorhy 
and firting is the duſte, he ſtraitly 
commided reformation of manen 
| in all citates, yea, and that ſignes o 
repentance, of tcrroures, and fearg 
{1k ſhuld appeare, not onely in men & 
wemen, butallo in the brute beas* 
ſtes, from whome wes all. kynde 
of; nurifhement commanded to be 
ih withdrowen, ro wiinelſe that they, 
Ol feared alw ell Godes Iudgementes, 
[i to fall ypone the creatures that ſer, 
ved rhern in their impietic,as vpon, 
l them fſelues chat had prouoked, 
God to that hote diſpleaſure. Ot * 
the vther the exemple is moſte no+ 
'v, table(moſte notable weſay ) bes 
A. cauſe that it fell in a wicked..many' 
Hr to Yit, in Achab, who by inſtiga- 
Wy. tion of his wicked wyfe Teſebelly: 
i ſau}de him ſclf to do all iniquitie.,,. 
Wii And yet when that he herd the- 
fearcfull chreatninges of God pr 


_—_—_”_ A a + _ cu 


= Ra oa 2d © www. wecs'7. . co a oo = ©: ce i Coco ac 


t 


roq: x 
8. RE 3- nounced by the Prophet Eliasg: 


againſt him , againſt his wyfe, an(* 


kous, he rent his Royall garmentes 
/ pot on Sackcloth, tleipt therein, 


faſted and yead baire footed, what 
enſewed the one, and the vther, of 


_ theſe ve ſhall after heare. 


The fourt cauſe of publict Fa- 
ſting and murning ( for they two 
muſte euer be ioyned ) 15 iniquitte 


; deprehended , that before wes not 


ryghtly conſaddered. The teſti- 
monie whereof we haue in Eſdras, 
after the reduction of the captiui- 


tie, & that the Temple & the work 


| ef the Lordes hous wes ſtayed. lt 
- wes ſhowen vnco Efras, that the 


, people of 1iraell, the Preaſtes and 


+ the Leuites were not ſeperat from 
| the people of the Nationes, but 
- that they did according to their 


| | 
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abhominationes, for they maryed 
vnto them ſelues, and vnto their 


* Sonnes, the doughrers of the Cana 
# nites, the Pheriſites , Hithetes, [e- 
\* buſites, Ammorites, Moabites, and 


{ Eeiptiens, ſo that the holie ſead 
F- yes mixt with prophane Idolat 
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which thing being vnderſtand, 82- 


more deaply confiddered, then it 
wes before, for then Eſdras ſawe 
wit cauſe why rhe worke of the 
Lord proſpered not in their hides; 
This conſ{iddered, we ſay Eſdras 
taking ypone him the ſinne and 
offence of the whole people, rent 
his clothes, and pulled fturthe the 
heares of his head and beard, ſar ay 
a man deſolate of all conforte, till 
the eucning Sacrifice, and then ry- 
ſing, he bowed his knies,and {trea- 
ched furthe his hande before the 
Bord , and wade a moſte femple & 
humble confefſsion of all the enor- 
miries that were committed be the 
people,alwell before the captiuitie 
as after their returning, and ceaſed 
not his lamentable cooplaint, vnto 
ſuche ryme as a great multitude of 
' men, wemen and childrene moued, 
by his exemple, weapt vehement- 
lie, and promyſed redres of that 
preſent diſordour and impietic. - 
Of the laſt cauſe of publict Faſting 
| ro 
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worke according to his promes. 
W ehaue exemples 1n Mardocheus 


bled at Antioche. For when 
that Mardocheus herd of that cru- 
ell ſentence; which by the procu- 


 rement of Haman , wes pronoun- 
_ ced agailt his Nation. To wit, that 


vponea day, itatute and affixed, 


| ſhulde the Teves in all the proutn- 


ces of the Kiug Artaxarſes be de- 
{troyed , olue and yong, men and 
wemen, and that their ſubſtance 
ſhulde be exponed in pray. This 
bloody ſentece we lay being herd, 


Mardocheus rent his clothes, put 


on Sackcloth and Aihes .paſt furth 


1 in the n.iddeſt of the Cietie, and 


cryed with a great and bitter crye, 
& coming to the Kinges gate, gaue 
knoweledge to Elter what cruel- 


tie wes decreed againſt the. Nation 
B. 3 


to wit , the zeale that certane per- 
nes beare for preſeruatione of 
Godes people, for aduancing of 


his gloric, and performing of his 


_ Eſter. 4g. 
 Daniell, and in tac faithfull aſſem- Daviel. g, 
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So intend 
the Papiſtes 
this day. 


Eſdr. 4. 


of the Tewes, willing her to make. 
interceſsion to the King,in the c6« 


trare, who after. cerrane excuſes 
ſaid, Goand gather all the Iewes 
that are in Suſan , and faſte for me, 
eat not, nor dinke not, thre dayes 
and thre nyghtes, andIalſo, and 
my hidmades (hail lykewiſe Faſte, 
& then ſhall I enter into the King, 
although that I ſhulde periſhe. 
In this we may .clearely ſe that 
the zeale that Mardocheus had to 
preſcrue the people of God , mo- 
ved not onely him ſeife to publiR 
Faſting , but alſo Eſter the Quene 
her maides, and the whole lewes 
that herd of the murther int&ded, 
and moued Eſter alſo to hafart her 
lyfe in going vnto the King vith- 
out his commandement. HS 
Of the vther, to wit, that the 
e:rn<{t deſyre that Godes ſeruan- 
des haue that God will performe 
his promes, & manteane the worke 
that he hath begunne. Exemple we 
hbaue in Dantell, and 1a the Ages 


of 


| 


I 
© DD 
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' of the Apoſtles, For Daniell 

' ynderſtanding the nomber of rhe 

yeares foreſpoken by the Prophet 

Ferenie, that Ieruſalem ſhuldely 

wailte, to have bene completed in 

the firſt yeare of the Reigne of Da 

rius, turned him ſelf vnto God, fa- 

ſted, humbled him ſelf in sackcloth 

and Aſhes, and with vnfeaned con 

feſsion of his owen {1nnes, and of 

the ſianes of the people, he vehe- 

mently prayed. That according to 

the promyles, ſome tymes made be 

Moyles, and afcer rehexrſed by the 

Prophet Iſay & ITeremie, he wolde Dent. 30. 

ſuddingly ſend them deliverance, > 3» 

and that he wolde not delay it for 

his owen Names fake. 
W hen the Gentiles beganne to 
be illuminated, and that Anteochia 

. had fo boldely receaued the Evan 
ple of Teſus Chriſt , that the Diſ- 
ctples 1n it firſt of all rooke vpone 
them the Name of Chriltianes. 

The principall men of the ſame 

Ghurch,thruſting no dout that the 
| B. 4 


AR. 3. 


Kingdome of Teſus Chriſt ſhulddn 
further be enlarged, and that thy ' 
multitude of the Gentiles ſhuld bg ;c; 


ioſtructed in the ryght way of Sal; p 


uation, Faſted and prayed, & whil £ 
that rhey wer lo exercyſed, charge . {| 


wes gwen, that Paule and Barna- t 


bas ſhulde be ſeperated from the 
reſt, to the worke whereunto God 
had called them. &c. OF theſe 
former Hiltories and Scriptures, 
we may clearely ſe for what cauſes 
publict Faſting, and generall ſup- 
plicationes have bene made in the 
Churche of God, and ought to be 
made when that euer the lyke ne- 
ceſfitics appeare, or occaſiones are 
offcred. Now let vs ſhortly heare 
what conforte and frute en{ewed 
the ſame. For the ennimie, yea, 
the murtherer of all godly exerciſe 


is diſperation, for with what co-. 
| Tage can any man with continuice_ 
call vpone God? If he ſhall diſ- 
peratly dout.: whether God ſhall 
accept hls praycrornot? How. 

ſhall 


: 
s T3” 
d.y 
k 


c 
| 
| 


| Mall he humble him ſelf before his 
# Throne? Or to what end ſhall he 


0.:confeſſe his offences? It he be not 
+ perſwaded,that there is mercy and 
| good willin God to pardone his 
C 


.{4innes, to accept him in fauour, 8& 
to grant ynta him more then his 
owen heart, in the middeſt of his 


dolour can requyre or ymagine. 


Trew it is, that this vennome of _ 


diſperatione, 1s neuer throughlie 
purged from oure heartes, ſo long 
as we cary this mortall Carcaſle. 


Bur yet the conſtant promyles of 


our God,and the manyfuJde docu 
mentes of his mercy & help, ſhow 
en vnto men in their greateſt ex- 
tremitie,ought to animat vs to fol- 
low their exemple,and to hope for 
the ſame ſucceſſe that rhey haue 
gotten aboue mannes expectation. 


| lolaphat after his humilation and 
_ prayer, obtened the vidctorie, with 


out the loſe of any cf his Solaiou- 


- res, for the Lord raſed Ammon & 
: Moab, againſt the inhabitantes of 


The Frutes 
of trew Fa- 
ſting, & vn- 
feancd inuo- 


catiS of god 


We 


Lace fo 


all enninie wes hanged vpone the 


ſame gallous that he had prepared 


Mont Seir, who being vtterly 
ſtroyed,cuerie one of the ennimy ; 


as of Godes people, lift his ſworlget 
ennimies pe againſt another, till that, of thih1, 
riſkeelord. oodles multitude, there wes n(hi 


one left alive, Toſua and the Iſray gh 
litres after their deietion, wer con be 
forted againe, Niniue wes preſe pr 
ued, albeit that Tonas had cryca1 
deſtruction , yea, Achab notwith A 
ſtanding all his vngodlynes, loſk n 
not the frute of his humiliation x} 
but wes recompenſed with dely h 
of the vitermolte of the plague, b 
during his lytetyme. The murniy P 
of Eſuras wes turned in ioy , wha C 
that he ſawe the people willing to p 
obey God, and the worke of the V 
hous of che Lord to go fordwart. _ C 
The bitter crying of Mardocheus T 
and the painefull Faſting of Eſter, 1 
were aboundantly rewarded, wht | 
not onely wes the people of Gol 
preſerued, but Hyman their mor- 


"9" Og S2  NMAulh 


fot 


ior Mardocheus., 
t.3 Daniel! after his Faſting , con- 
(fefsion and prayer,gat molte nota- 
i ble reuelationes & aſſurance, that 
(his people ſhuid be delivered, yea, 
(that in all extremities, they ſhald 
d be preſerued , till that the Meſsias 
e promyſed vato them ſhuld come, 
{and manifeltly ſhove hir ſelfe. 

And the godly of Anceochia were 
{ not fruſtrate of their conforte, whe 
; that they herd how potently God 
1 had wrought amogeſt che Gentiles 
; by the miniſterie, of Barnabas 8& 


9 Paule, ſo that we may boldely co+ 
| clude, that as God hath never di(- 
| pyſed the petitions of ſuch as with 
; vateaned heartes have ſought his 

cofort in their necelvities:ſo wil he 
; not ſed vs away emptie & voyde, 
if vith trew repentance we ſeak his 
| face. Ifany woldeaſke in what ex 
* tremitie we hnde our felues now 
tobe, that heretofoce we haus not 
| lene. And what are the occa- 
:Yones that ſhuld mouevsnow to 


Canſert that 
now moue 
"1 FO, of the ſame, we nether had reſpet 
that moue:] 

Vs N@b befor 


humble our ſelues before our ge | 
by public Faſting , more then th 

we did itn the beginning 7 wh 
this Euangle wes now laſt offer © 
vnto vs, for then by all apperanc ' 
weand it in our perſones {toodey 
greater danger, then we do yet, 
We anſwer, that the cauſes are ny * 
then for greif of heart we can ex ſ 
preſſe, Firſt , becauſe that in th ,, 
beginning we had not refuſed gol 
es graces, but contrarywiſe with 
ſuch feruencie we receaued them, 
that we could beare with no kind; 
of 1mpictie: but for the ſuppreſsing 


40 


©! 


4 


f 
IR 
t| 


to treinde, poſleſs1on, land or ly, 
but all we put in haſard, that God: 
treuth myght be aduanſed , and [- 
dolatrie myght be ſuppr clſed. 
And therefore did our God by the - 
mouth of his Meſsingers, 1n all out 
aduerſities, a!ſure vs that our enni- 
mies ſhuld not preuale. againſt vs, 
but that they ſhulde be ſabdewed 
ynder vs, that our God ſhulde bg. 
giorifies 


a 
t 
{ 
\ 
J 
( 
| 


[#1orified in our exemple & vpright 
' gealing. But now ſence that car- 
' nall wiſedome hath perſwaded vs 
" xo beare with manifeſt Idolatrie, 8 
* ao ſuffer this Realm that God had 
ones purged, to be polluted againe 
with that abhominatis, yea,allace, 
ſence y ſome of vs that God made 
" ſoc tymes inſtrumetes to ſuppreſle 
' that impietie, haue bene the cheif 
-me to coduct & conuoy that Idole 
h 

| 

| 


( 


throughout all the quarters of this 
Realmec,yea,to the houſes of them 
that ſome ry mes deteſted the maſle 
as the Deuill & his ſeruice. Sence 
that tyme we ſay, we have found 
the face of our God angrie againſt 
vs, his threatninges haue bene ſha- 
 rpein the mouthes of his Meſsin- 
gers, which albeit for the tyme, we 
 diſpyſed & mocked,yet the iuſt ex 
perience conuicteth vs , that we 
were wicked, & that they in threar 
ning vs, did nothing but the dew- 
tie of Gods trew Meſsingers. 
And thisis the ſecond cauſe that 


Y 


moue vs to this publi& humiliarit _( 
rather now nor in the beginning b 
to wit, that then we followed god; C 
and not carnall wiſdome, & there Þ 
fore made he few in nomber, feary q li 
full ro many , fooles befored thi 
worlde,to confound the wy ſe, and (2 
ſuche as before never had. expert. 
ence in armes, made God ſo boldy C 


and fo proſperous in all their 1 inters 


pryſes, that the experteſt Souldis) © r 
oures feared the poore plowmen,! * 
year, our God faught for vs by ſea,; © 
and by land, he moued the yh 
of ſtrangers to ſupporte vs, and to! 5 
ſpend their lives for our releif, #6 
_ Burnowallace we ſe no f1gne of! 
his former fauour, for wiſdome and}: 
manhead,ſtrength and freindes, ho] 
nour aad blooJ1ovnel with god-| 
lynes, are fallen before our eyes, | 
to let vs vader{tind what ſhall be | 
our diltruRion 1f in tyme we turne | 
not to our Gol, before that his ' 
wriithe be rhe rindled, Bar | 
this is not the end. For eiperance, 


_— 


(or 


$(or at leaſt ſome opinion) had men 
$ bcfore, that God ſhulde moue the 
}/ Quenes maicſties hart,to heare the 
} bliiſed Evagle of [eſus Chriſt trew 
& lie preached, and.ſo conſequently, 
\d that ſhe ſhuld abandone all Idola» 
& tric and fals Religion, But now ſhe 
- hath giuen anſwer in plaine wor- 
g des, that that Relivion in whiche 
4; ſhe hath bene nouriſhed (and that 
| is meare abhomination ) ſhe will 
+ manreane and detend, And in de- 
; claration thereof , of laite dayes. 
;; there is erected a diſplayed banner 
y; againſt Teſus Chriſt. For corrupted 
# Hypocrites, and fuch as have bene 
f: knowen deccauers of the people, 
4} arenow authoriſed, to ſpew out 


| their vennonme againſt Telus Chriſt 
| his eternall treuth, and trew Meſ- 
| fingers ofthe ſame. That Idole the 
| Meſſe is now againe in divers pla- 
| ces erected And what hereof 

! may enſew, yea, or what we may 
; looke, ſhalbe the end of ſuche vn- 


| happy beginninges, we deſyrethe 


' 
- 


: TL : 
dildingt! 


 moue vs (as that we have then alſ: 


The fappreC.,. 
Res lioi'y E- 0 


vangle wes =» * 


to-that: Romaine Antychrilt; thy 
ro ſuppreſſei it 1n one prouince, Ry | 
alme or Nation, he thinkerh ic nd 
thin 


decned "tn 
th: laſt cot- 
fal of I'cent 


moue vs not ro humiliation . 
ſhowe' our felyss more then. info 
file: Fornos is Sithin fo ear} 
- fag of chri $00 againlt leſus Chriſt.and'ſo od 


 gocly deaplie to coilh adore, m 
et it be granted , that we had? 


Allen back trom our former feryW! 
cie, thit weſay not Gods angylll * 
ite, threatning vs with more fe | 
full plagues to follow, that the bE | 
parte oF our nobilitie were not % 
iledthis Realme, nether yet thy: 
our Soucrane were ennimie to ol; | 

Rehgione, that ſhe beare no greſ# 
ter fauour to flattering Freares,anſ” y | 
_to corrupted Papiltes, then thi 
the doeth tro OUC pOore oraxchapht 

; Sapponing ve ſay, that none dþ 
theſs toreſaid cauſes we had © * 


. 


and'm5, if that we liſt to'recomii}. * 
them) yet is there one, which ifs * 


o.5'ts the lyzht of h:s E. nin2le vn 


"IF 
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thing ,:vnles that in all Europe the 
godlie, and ſuche as abhorre the 
Papiſticall impietie, be therewith 
W alſo vtiterlie diſtroyed , and ſo ra- 
W {cd from the face of the earth, that 
: no memorie of them ſhall after re- 
4 Paine -* ; 
+, Ifany thinke that ſuche crveltie 
'f can not fall in the heartes of men, 
= we {end them to be reſolued of 
if thoſe Fathers of the Jaſt counſtall 
— of Trent, who in one of their Se(- 
"ſions have thus concluded. All 
t Lutherieas, Calueniltes, and ſuche The Coun. 
3. a5 are of the new Religion, ſhall ** of trent. 
F vtterlie be exterminate, the begin- 
' *ning ſhalbein France, by conduc- 
tins of the Cathohick King Philip 
JF ot Spaine, and by ſome of the No- 
& bilitie of France, which mater (fay 
& they ) put to ſome ſtay, the whole 
Ftorce of bothe, together. with the. 
Popes Army, and force of the Du- 
kes of Savoy, & farrar ſhall aſſault 
Geneua, and ſhall not-leaue it, till 
that they. have pur it to ſack, fa- 
£art C 


uIng 10 itno leuing creature. Ani 
with the ſame mercy ſhall ſo mah 
Ml of France, as hauc taiſted of thi 
Ot new Religion be ſerued* From 
MN thece expedition ſhalbe made agas 
inſt the Germaines, to reduce they 


to the obedience of the Apoitolik- 
{cate. And fo ſhal they procead t6 
yther Realmes & Nationes , neuex 
We: cealing 1i!! that all be exterminate, 
| | that will not make homage to that. 
hit Romaine ldole. How fearefull x 
beginning this concluſion and de- 
rermination had. France will rem&- 
| ber mo ages rhen one, For hoy 
many abufe « hundreth thouſand 
men, wemen, babes, V irgines;Ma- 
trones, and aged Fathers ſuffered, 
ol {ome by ſworde, ſome by water, 
f {ome by fyre, & vther tormentes, 
| The,verray ennimies them ſeluc. 
|  arecompelled to acknowledge. : 
wif And albeit that God of his. mercie: 
hl ;n 2 parte: difapoynted their cru 
interpry ſes, yet let vs not thinks,” 
clit their #ULIs changed , or rheip; 
G malic! 
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f if 
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malice aſſgaged,  Noletys be af- 


ſured, that they ab yde but oportu- 
nitie to hiniſhe the worke that cru- 
cllie againſt God,againſt his rrueth 
and the trew profeſſoures of the 
ſame, they have begunne, The 
whiiperinges whereof , are not ſe- 


, CTEtLC, nether yet the tokens ob- 


ſcure, For the trafique of that dra 
gone, now with the princes of the 
earth, his promylſes and flattering 
entyſcmentes tend to none viter 
end, but to 1n{lambe them againtt 
Jeſus Chriſt, and againſt the trew 
profeſſoures of his Euangle. For 
who can thinke that the Pope, Car 
dinalles, and horned Biſhopes, will 
offer the greateſt portion of their 
Rentes, for ſulteaning ofa warre, | 


, vhereotno commoditie ſhuld re- 
© daund (as they ſuppoſe) ro them 
+ ſelues. Ifany thinke that we ac- 
- cuſe thera without cauſe, let them 


heare their owen wordes , for this 


bY el LE YIPY "the 
| Toey. we2te ne:re, the end of the 
; lame Gecree, E 
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Theſe are 
ſucceſ. 
ſouretof the 


Appoitles, 


And to the end that the holy fa A 
thers on their parte, appeare not to} 
Ec negligent, or vnwilling to giug! 
their ayde and ſupporte 'vnto {a 
holy a warre,or to ſpaire their 0w-!. 
en rentes3nd money : have added! 
that the Cardinalles ſhall conter;t 
them ſc}ues'of the yearely Rent of 
5 or 6. thouſand Ducares, and the 

rycheit Biſhope of 2. or 3. thou-' 
find at the moſte, And to giue fit: 
ckly the reſt of their Reveneues 
to the tgatertenement of the warre, 
which is made for the extirparion' 
of the Lutheriens and Calueniſtes 
ſet, And for reeſtabliſheing of _ 
the Romaine Churche, till ſuche' 
tyme as the mater be conduget 
to a good and happy end, If theſe” 
begor open declarationes, in what 
danger all fairhfull ſtand, if they” 
cati bring their cruelrtie to paſſe,1cx” 
 verray 1diotes Tudge. Bur let vs' 
heare their con cloſer. France &. 
Germanie(lay they)being by theſe; 
meanes ſo chaſtiſed, avaſ:d and-: 

Condudte@) 


conduRed to the obedience of the 
holy Romaine: Churche , the Fa- 
thers dout not, but tyme ſhall pro- 
uide, borhe counlal and commodt- 
tie, thar the reſt of the Realmes 
abour may be reduced to one tlox, 
and one Apoſtolick gouernour and 
Paltoar. &c, By this concluſion. 
wethinke that the verray blinde 
may ſee what is purpoſed agiinlt 
the Sainces of God 1n all Realines 
and Nartiones, to wit, diſtruction 
with crueitie, or cls to make then 
ro worſhip that blaſphemus bealt, 
who being an Idole, vſurpeth to 
him lelfe the Name of vniuerla;l 
Paſtoure. And being knowen to be 
the.man of ſinne and -perdition, 
vill be holden for an Apoſltolick 
Gouernour, Bur ſome ſhall ay 
they are yet farre from the end of 
their purpoſe, and therefore we 
nedenot ro He fo fearefall, nor fo 
ſollift, We anſwer, the danger may | 
be nerare, then we beleive, yea, 
perchancea parte of it hath bene 
Z + 


ld 1H] 


nearer to our neckes,then we haye* 
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ruſalem. Yet ceaſed not the god-. 


conſiddered. But how ſo euer ic ! 
be, ſeing that God of his mercig | 
hath brought furth to lygat their q 
cruel] and bloody counfall, in the. 1 
which we nede not to dont, but 
ſtill they continew. It becommeth' | 
vs not to be negligent nor ſleuth- | 
full, but we ought to, follow the. 
cemple ot Ezechias, the King of 
Inda, who receauing not onely the 
diſpytecull anſwer , but alſo the , 
blaſphemous and threatning letter 
of Sennaherib , firſt ſend vnto the 
Prophet fayas, and pietifujly com 
pledtied of the inſtant troubles, - 
willing him to mate. interceſcione. | 
ynto God , for the remanent that 
wereleft. Vit o whome albeit that 
the Prophet anſwered, conforta-. 
blie afſuring the King, that the n=. 
nimie ſhuld not come ſo near as to __ 
ſhoote Darte or Arr6w within Ie-" 


Tx 
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lie King to preſent him ſelfin the, 
Templo of the H ord. And 15 a man_| 


el | diſpared- 


 } aiſpired of all worldely conforte, © 


© \ ſpred abrod the letters that proud 
* } Sennaherib had ſent vnto him,and 
" + made vnto God his moſte feruent 
4 prayer, as in the 37. - Chapter of 
} the Prophet [ſayas we may reade, 


— v0, 


; Godhad put a Brydle in his noſe- 
/; thirles.- And ſo men myght haus 
_ + thought that the King neaded not 


——_— .”.v 


. | Spirite of God inſtructed the heart 


' t ofhis ſoruand, to ſeak helpe where 


| ( it wes 'onely to befound, and from 


| } the handes of God, who onely wes 


Y able to pat finall- end to that tyra- 


-- | nies: 
| thisapproued feruand of God , we 


| oughtro follow now whe the lyke 


- | diftruction 15 intended againſt vs, 
. | yea, notagarnit one Realme only, 


| but againſt all that profeſſe theLo- 


. | rd leliis, as before we haue herd. 
| Albeithat God of his mercy hath 
:| ſtayed the furie of the: Papiſtes for 
-.-þ atyme, we ought not to rthjak rhar 
> LO OR ee 4 


{ The ennimie had turned back, and Ifay. zz] 


* {| to hauc: bene 1o ſolliit; Burt the 


"T? | | '1 i 7 ll 
The exemple ( we: fay ) of 


{ 
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w hat weap- 
ons we { hal 
yſe againſt 
the cruelrie 
of the pap1- 
1tes, 


their malice is changed, nether that - 
{uche as trewly profeſſe the Lord 
Teſus,can'be in ſecuritie, ſo long as {m 
that Baviloniane hoore hath pow- 


er tO enchant the Princes of the 
earth. Let vs therefore vnderſti- 


ding that ſhe being dronken with | 


the blood of the Saintes, can neuer 


repent of crueltie & murther, vſe - | 


againſt her the ſpiritual weapones, 
to wit, earneſt inuocation of Gods 
Name, by the which we finde the 
proude tyrannes of the earth, in | 
ty mes paſt,to haue bene ouverthro- 
wen, Abufe all theſe cauſes fore- 
ſaid, ve have yer one that ought 
not to be omitted, to wit , the bo- : 
die of this Realme hath long-enioy - 
ed quietnes, whill that vther nati- 
ons about vs haue bene. feuearlie 
plagued, What thouſands dyed.in' 
the eaſt countreyes, & in England- 
of the peſt? anno. 1563. 1364. Their 
owen conteſzones beare record. 
What crueltie hath bene execu- 
ted in France? whattownes ſpoy- : 
Np + * 


$1ed;and murther committed,ſome- 
{ what before we have declared;and 
more ve myght, if that we had not 
Ireſpect to breuitie and tyme. And 
| what trouble 1s preſently, and long 
hath bene betuixt Denmarke and 
Swaden,the poſteritie of that coii- 
trie will after vnderſtand, * And in 
fall this tyme now ſex yeares;and 
more hath God ſpared vs, fo that 
þthe publict eſtate hath alwayes re-. 
[maned quyet, except within theſe 
few monethes. Ought not the 
deape cofideration of this. moue vs 
now to ſtoupe before our God? 
For haue we bene ſpared becanſe 
| Ithat oure Rebelhon to God is les, 
then is rhe Rebellion of thoſe nati 
 fons that we have ſene puniſhed? If 
jo we think, we are farre deceaued. 
FForin ſo great Iyght of the Evan-' 
ole, wethink that greater inobe- 
dtence wes neuer ſhowen vnto 
[God, nor greater ingratitude- vnto '_ 
his Meſsingers , ſence the dayes of 
Itite Apoſtles, then of laite yeares 


hath bene (and yet is) within thi 
Realme, Idolatrie is obſtinatlig 
mancteaned, Huredome and adul 
terje are but paſtyme of the fleſhy 
laughter and murther is eſteamegh} 
{mall finne,ifany man haue freingh: 
1N.courte, crattic dealing with the 


{emple., diſceat .and oppreſsion iyþ: 
copted.good conques ( yea, allacg 
almoſte vnuerlally ) parcialitie .inſþ 

indgement, is but interpretation of 
Lawes, yea, delaying of Luſticey1 
what mater is that? what reuerencey 
is had to Godes Meſsingers , and 
oo reſpet vato the -poore that 
now {o multiplies. within. this Re 
alme ( that the lyke hath ſeldomg 
bene ſene) thought we will ceaſe,ſi! 
the ſtanes will.crye, & condempne 
vs, and-yet what ſuperfluitie? wharf: 

yanitic? what feaſting? royatous bif 
kating?! hath bene(and. yet is) vſedf 
1.court,.courie and-townes, alths 
nugh. ths tatinges of men-darre not \ 
ſpeake, yer-we think the purſes af 
\qme do feala, and in theif. mane 
complain 


C 


( 


f Splaine.Tf theſe be not ſinnes that 
acrauc plagues from God, we hum-. 
lie deſyre men to conſidder what 
are the linnes that were layed to 
thhe charge of Sodome and Gomor zh, ie. 
2, by the Prophet Ezechiell,. 
eNow ſay we, God before our eyes 
sþath puniſhed vrhers, and can he 
eſpaire vs? Being more cryminall 
nyhcn they were? Nay he can not. 
fAnd therefore there reſtes nothing 
eFnto vs bur vtter exterminion, if . 
eye vnfeanedly turne not vnto our 
dÞoud. before that his wraith be fur-, 
aſher kindled againſt vs. 'Indge-. 
ent is begunne in his owen hous, , 
Þr it within Scotland amongs men. 
el {their eſtate, there wes to be (ad 
1uitie, tuſtice, temperance, com-, 
af{510n ypone the poore, and yp-. 
fiſ/ght conſcience, they did molte. 
ſcarcely ſhyne in them, whome 
od before our eyes hath firſte 
aciected, Therefore ( yer againe)* 
off< ſay , that onely repentance. can; 
que vs from plagues more greuous 
ep - ” 


Thar is men 
ot 
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| &i 
then they haue felt , or that'y 


haue ſence of many yeares withy 
this Realme. +; 

But now we knowe, that fact & 
as nether loue God, nor trewlif; 
Feare his [udgementes (for mo AB 
theiſtes we have, nor conſummat h 
Papiſtes within this Realme ) ſhalſ. 
grudge and crye, what new cere x 
rhonie ts this that now we hereofhi 
Wherefore ſhall we Faſte? Angr 
who hath power to' command vþ' 
ſoto do? A Feg for their Faſting P 
we will fill & fearle our bellies vpt . 
the oulle faſsion. &c. Let no 
the godly be offended at the broft 
cardes and lardons of ſuche godft 
les people, but ler vs tremble = 
fore our God, and con{1dder th: 
ſuche harh bens the proude con 
' tempt of the.wicked in all ages boſs 
fore vs, 4s in the Prophetes we 
may reade. For Iſay compleanethpe 
ſtying, when the Lord calleth tl 
Stckcloth and Afhes, there is no{E 
thing herd, bur let ys cat and drink} 


kill 


B11 the fat , and make Banket, let 
W5 bring wyne in aboundance, and 
More, and if v e muſt dye,let vs de- 
+arte in toye, for ſo they ment, 
& hen that they ſaid, let ys eat and 
IiPrinke, the morrow we ſhall dye. 
AÞut let vs con{idder, what anſwer 
they receaue. As I live ſayeth the w 
al ord , this your iniquitie ihall not jy, 4. 
eþe forgiuen vnto the death , I ſhall 
fake from yow the myrth of wyne__ 
ndnd oyle, your yong men ſhall fall OI 
vþy the ſworde, your aged men ſhal 1fy. 26. 
oþe led captiues , -your.delicate Da- 
pqres ſhall trote ypone their fete 0- 
ofer the river ( meaning Euphrates) 
ofheir buttockes ſhalbe-naked , and: twom. nn, 
diheir ſhame ſha] not'be hidde. &c. 
eferemie the Prophet preached and 
agryed cuen to the King,and to the 
nfQuene, and commanded them to: ,,, ,, 
Ffwalke in lowlynes, to do iuſtice,to: 
ygepreſſe impieric, and ſo he promi- 
ped tar they ſhulde fir {till vpon 
t@heir Throne in ioy and quyetnes. 
© wh it they wolde not, he boldely 
Kg dats. 


11.8 


Iſay. 5 


I—u— 


ronounced that their Carct £ 
| +. thalbecaſtto the heit of the Solf® 
jk tere6.&19. [nd to the froſt, and colde of i 
hb __nyght. Ezechicll i in his agc viel 
"i Bzech, 21. he fame ordour, and in his Owe 
bodie ſhoweth vnto them ſign 
of humiliation , and of the plagit 
that ſhuld apprehend the for the 
Rebveilion, 
All their admonitions were diff 
yſed we coafeſle, bur thereto wh 
h ſhulde not looke, bur vnto thi 
4 which enſeyed ſuche proude cong 
tempt. 

If we wolde that oure Palice 
lhulde be fo diſtroyed, that the} 
ſhulde remaine Jeſolace R and by 
[Ru dennes to Dragones. 
10S -If we woldethat our land ſnulf 
RAR  belaide waiſt, and be a pray to out 
1  eanimies, nd ifwe wolde that ta 
| reſtof the plagues, threained by 
[HW ih the Proj phet es,and hah haue af 
[10 preh en: iq the diſobedicnrt befort 
ib vs, ſhulde come vpone vs if full 
1M perfection, Then ve nede nethel 
BUR | - j{ 


W\ 


= 
ro Falte nor pray,repent nor turns 
o God, Burandit we deſyrea- 


her to finde mercy in this lyfe , or. 


tov & contiorr in the Iyte to'come: 
Wvc multe ſkowe our ſclues vaſca- 
}ncdly, fory for the abhominarions 
Shat now vuicerſally Reeigne. We 
Snuſte be lyke Lothe in Sodome & 
TNoha, in that Catholick defection 


| rom God, which wes into the firit 


vo 
\þ otable deiiuerances , ought we to 


"be cn coraged, to ſhowe our ſelues 


hee. And by their exemples, and 
I Gen: 6-18. 


0s 4 
Kory for this preſent corruption, 8. 


df + 


Tie vttermolte of our powers, vn- 


' 


0 71th the wicked. Nether ought we 
qo be diſcoraged, becaufe that the 
ontempners , godles people, 2nd 
octers of all godlyncs, thall pre- 
y ale vs 1 multirude. Their nober 
deare brethrene){hal not kurt our 


; 


\ F 
Ul 


ko oppone: oure felues thercto, to 


le; that we wolde haue portione 


$330 cencie, if that we with vnoſca-. 
aÞed heartes turne voto our God, | 
P07 12- promes of his imercy:is not: 
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bound vnto the multitude, ſof 
he-will not heare, but wheret 
greateſt parte.isgodly, No, de; 
brethrene, where ſocuer two q 
thre be gathered in his name, the 
1s he in the middeſt of them, an 
againe,, who ſoeuer incalleth thi 
name ofthe Lord,he ſhalbe ſaued; 
yea, euen when in Godes diſpley, 
ſure the whole worlde ſhalbe ply, 
gued, And theretorelet vs nog} 
t 
( 


An 


tollow the mulritude in euil doin 
but let vs declyne from the way! 
of their vanitie, and by vnfeanee 
humiliation of our ſelues, Let vg 
purches fauour;, before that God 
vengeance brult out lyke a fyre. 


as. ——— Pw” PY 


T' H E .power that we haue tt 
& proclame this Faſting , is no 


| 


of man, bur of God, who by thi. 
mouth. of his Prophet Ezochielly 
pronounceth-this ſentencs. If thi 

watcheman ſe the ſworde, or any 
vther plague comming vpone thi 
land ,.itheblowe not the trump 


and plainely warne them-to turne 

to God: & if the ſworde come and Lips = 

WY :ikeany away,the wicked (hal pe- Churche | 
Friſhe in their iniquirie : but their ron pe 

Mblood ſhalbe requyred from the 1i8 Faſting. 

9 handes of the watcheman. Now 

"Wo it is,that God of his mercy hath 

<Wraſed vp amongs vs mo watcheme 

then one ortwo, of whoſe mou- 

'Y thes we can not deny, but we haue 

herd fearefull threatninges of pla- 

oues , to follow vpone this proude 

: contempt of all Gods graces. 

«& And therefore wein the feare of 

'Four God, willing to avoyde the vt 

Ftermoſte of the plagues, have with 

Fone conſent concluded this godlie 

exerciſe to be vſed amonges vs, in 

Yligne of our vnfeaned humiliation, 

which albeic the godles ſhal mock, 

yet are we aſſured, that he who 

ones pronounced this ſentence. 

Wy The ſoule that ſhall nor be af- 

JF flicted that ſame day, to wit, the 
A day.appoynted to public humi- 

liation, ſhall periſhe from amonges 


108 - 


 Liemit. 23, 


Malach, 3. 


Gene. . 7. 
Gene. 19. 
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his people, yea, everie ſoule tha | 
{hall do any worke that day: I ſhalf} 
diltroye ſuche a ſoule frome the/c 
middeſt of his people. The cere/ 
monie and the certane ſtatute day: 
we knoweto be aboliſhed; at the 
comming of Chriſt Ieſus, rogethe 
with the reit of the figurall cere 
monics, but the effect thereof {hal 
abydeſo long as there abydeth ar 
trew Ch arch vpone the face of the 
carth , into the which repentance 
and remi{$1on of finnes are public 
lie preached. And therefore al. 
beit we haue no corporall puniſh. 
ment, to inflict vpore the conte® x 
ners of that godly exerciſe, yea \ 
haue we the ſpiritual ſyord, whict 
ones wil firyke ſorer then any ms; 
teriall ſworde can or may. 

Theludgementes and 1uſtice of 
our God are immutable, he abyy 
deth the ſame and one God thaf 
drowned the world by water, thal 
conſumed Sodome and Gomorhy 
with fyre from heau&,that plaguey 

Pharo 


A;  A._ © A. © & des. 


Uharh executed his fearce indgeme- 


& 'rtesin all ages,yea,and cuen before 
” our eyes. It is the ſame God ( we 
' ay ) that this day by his fairhfull 
e ſeruands calleth vs to repentance, 
whole voces if we contempne, we 


declare oure felues Rebellious to 
our God , mockers of his threat- 


ninges, and ſuche as ſome tymes.in 


diſp pyte cryed, we will walk accor- 


ding to the luſt of our owen hear-: 


res,and let the counſall of the holy 


- one of Iſraell come as it liſt, &c. 


Andiflo we do., then wo, yea, 


” wo and double damnaris vnto vs, 
: for then eucn as aſſuredly as God: 


lineth, ſo aſſuredly ſhall the pla- 


oues tha 2t oure carcs hane oft herd, 
Þbe powred furth vpone vs, even 1n 
| the eyes of this ſame peruerſt gene. 
q ration, with whome we cotempne 
#God, and before whome we are 
E nerher feared nor eſhamed , ſtub- 
g burnely to procead from {inne to 
4 contempt. Our hope is better - 


D. 2 


#pharo, diſtroyed Teruſalem, and 


[lay, 22, 


Tere, 2:5: 6. 


ofyow(deare brethrene)that hay, 
profeſſed the Lord ITefus with wif 
within this Realme, albeit that thig 
we ſpeak to let yow vnderſtandy; 
what rebellion hath bene in fleſhy, 
before vs, and how it hath benyy 


I 


puniſhed , that we may learne to 
ſtoupe before'our God , by vnteay 
ned repentance, and then we ſhall, 
be aſſured, that according to the 
promes made by the mouth of Togj 
ell. Our God ſhall leaue vnto vs x 
benediction , albeit that the veheſ 
ment fyre of his wraith ſhall cony 
ſume the inobedienr. o 
But now leaſt that we ſhouldge 
think that the obſeruarion of thiji 
ceremonie is yneugh to pleaſe go} 
we muſt ynderſtand what thinggg| 
mult be 1oyned with frutefull o 
ſting, and what thinges they ar 
that may make our Fatſting odiouy 
to our God. And firſt we haue tq 
vaderſtand, that Faſting by it ſelfs 
conſiddered, is no ſuche thing. af 
the Papiltes heretofore haue ymaþ 
glnec 


Wined,to wit,that it is a worke me- 
'Firorious , and a fatiſfaction for the RR 
Winnes:before committed, No all Faſting. 
they that Falte with that intent, 
Mecnounceth the merites of Chriſtes 

Meth and paſsion, in (o farre as 

Uthey alcriue to Faſting ( whiche is 

&þ ut an excrciſe vſed by man ) that 

alwhiche is onelie. proper to Teſus 
Chriſt, which is, that he by offe- 

Oxing vp him ſelfe ones for all, hath Heb.g.v 16 
qnade perhte for cuer, thoſe that 

Ahailbe ſanRified , we mult further 
Awnderſtand, that as the Kingdome 

of God is nether meat nor drinke, gn, .. 
do is nether Faſting by it ſeif ſemp- 

Nie conſiddered. The cauſe why 

ohat Kingdome is granted to the 
3TÞholen,nether yet eating (moderat 

aye meane) any cauſe why the re- 

Idrobate are fruſtrat thereof, Bur 

Wnrto Faſting there mult be fome- 


hat ioyned, if that God ſhall Fofing by | 
it If is but 


lffooke vpone it atany tyme in his a fead and 


Favour. The Prophet Ioel is wit- profitable 


$cs hereof, who in the perſone of 
-( | D, 3 


of 


Toe] » 26 


God, ſaid ynto ſiche as he hadi{eaF n 


ueirly threatned,  Turne vnto me} 7 
in your whole heart, in Faſtibg -&} ſc 


mvurning, in which wordes the ho- 8] 


lie Ghoſte firſt requyreth the con-! v 


uerſjon of the heart vnto God, & 1! 


thereto ioyneth Faſting and mur-' P 
ning,as witneſſes of the forow that tt 
we haue for our former offences, & n 
feare that we haue of his ſeueir iud' & 
gementes, the releif whereof web "* 
publictly profeſſe, we can obteands " 
by no vther meanes, but by Gods! © 
fre mercy, from whome we haue * 
before declyned, So that the yer? * 
ray exercyſe of Faſting, & the mul! 
ning, and prayer theirwith annex: 

ed, ſo folempnedlie proteſt , that © 
by our Faſting we merite not , fof © 
hethat ſtill confeſſeth'” his offence : 
and in bitternes ofheart crycrh fot © 
mercy, doeth not brage of his me © 
rites, if the Papiſtes reply, yer Got * 
looketh to the Faſting,and hearetl ? 
the prayers of ſuche as rightly hifl © 
ble them ſelues-before him, we d b 


N 


i ny not but thereto, we adde, that _ 
# rightly did neuer man humble him Ebb Ty 
| ſelte before Gol 3 that truſted Or deth vpone 
+ glorifed.in the merites of his owen par bd 
- works, for without faith it 15-vapoſ” works. 


| ſible to.pleale God, and Faith d2- 
- peadeth vpone the promes of gods 
. fremercy,through ITefus Chriſt, & 
& not vpone the merites 07 any wor- 
| kes. The Pnariſte in braging wes 
4 reiected, but the Publican in deny 
4 ing him ſelf, and calling for mer- Luc. 12. 
4 cie, ves tultined, not by his wor- 
4 kes wich he had not,but by grace 
> and mercy, tar the witch he fob - 
# bed, Daaiell Falted, confeTe 1 
} his 1nnes, and the ſtanes of the pe- 
; ovle, and thereto ne added molts 
g carnelt and ferueat prayers. Bur 
þ docth he alledge any of them 152 
cauſe why God -ſhuid ather be mer 
| cytull to him or to the people,n1y- 
4 we hndeno fſuche rhing,; but the 
| platne concrarie, for thus he con- 
j cludera. Nov therefore our G41 
| teare the ſ:p2licatioa and priy 97 naw. s, 


D. 4 


of thy ſeruand, & ſhowe thy ble 
ſing viſage vnto thy Sanctuarie 
that lyeth waiſte for the Lordey 
ſake.O my God giue thy eare tha 


thow mailte heare, and open thy 
ne eyes, that thow mailte ſee thei.” 
wailte places of the cietie , whichehz 
beareth thy Name, for we alledgey 
not our ryghteouſnes i in our pray-j 


ers,y we poure furthe before thee: 
but thy molte abounding mercy, 


Lord heare, Lord be mercyfull, 
Lord take head , & helpe, and de-ſ 
lay not for thy owen ſelfe my god, 
We may plainely ſee whereupo6l 
this excellent ſeruid of God groii- 
ded him ſelf to purches Godesfa- 
uoure,to wit, vpon the Lord , that 
is vpone the Sautour and Media-f 
tor promyled , vpone the moſte a 
boundant mercy of God, and y 
pone God him ſelfe, for he vn 
derſtoode what God had promy- 
ſed, aſwell by the mouth of Moy- 
ſoe.08 by the Prophet Iiaias ſayings 
Bcholde that L am, Fon: euen I am 


the 


Ac Lord, & there 1s no God but T. 


Bill and I glue lyte againe, [ gue Deurt. 32. 


Sc wound, and I ſhall heale.. For 


thy owen names ſake will I do it, 


&. yeth the Eternall. 

+ Vpone theſe and the Iyke pro- 
þiſes we ſay , did all the Sainctes 
God in all their extremiteis, de- 
=$end and did looke to receaue co- 
e:Þrte, without all reſpect to their 
7. (wen workes, they dampned the 


&d them nothing but tylthynes be 


6tefore, we boldely affirme, that 
i-þe papiſticall Faſting wes not on - 
þ vaine( for what Faſting is it?to 
ſteane from fleſhe,and to fill the 


{llie with fiiſhe, wyne, ſpyce, and 


-he death of Ieſus Chriſt, for the 
/-puſes forewritten. And this 
/-puche ſhortely for thoſe thinges 


whſting. 


re God And therefore yet as of 


dat muſt be 1oyned with frutefull 


Leſt of their owen workes , & cal- Ffay. 64.” 


Fer delicates)but alſo it wes odi- +, papifts 
s vnto God,and blaſphemous to call Faſting, 


vaine and 


blaſphenans, 


| Now we haue to confidder, why 
Wi thinges may make our Faſting od; 
""! | ous , beſydes this proude opiniag., 
of merite, whereof we haue ſpok,; 

It is no dout but that :nfide! ti, 
Infidelitiemaketh all th2 workes of the repraj. « 


1 maketh of bate odious before God, yea, euao1 
M1 of the repro when that they do the verray wo he 
| bate odious 


fd pas God kes that God hath commanded, a 
1" | we miyread in Math. 5.6. andy » 
\Wi I{at. r. and 65. &c. And diuers wh; 
\W-28 _ therplaces, but becauſe thar infidhe 
| Ittte larketh oft in the heart , ane] 
can not well be eſpyed, but by: th; 
"= bitter and rotren frutes that {prin 
Lo thereof, The Spirire of God hate 
ii! painted furthe yato vs in plainkR 
il wordes, what vices may make Wi 
and all our workes odious betonh 
our God, fo that nether will bB 
hearc our prayers, nor regard e Ollfye 
i |  Falting. Salomon fayerh, he ri 
| ditteth his eare fromthe crye i 
"Mt the poore, his prayer ſhalbe abh*ly 
lh minable before God. And [{ailfnc 
| rhe perſone of God ſayeth. Albgm 
; tl 


Sat ye ſhal ſtreatche out your h4- 
Yes ,.and multiphe your prayers, \ 


ct will I not heare yow, for your 'E 
andes are full of blood. But moſte 7 © 
$laincly to our purpoſe ſpeaketh 
Ke ſame prophet, ſaying. The 
Sous of Iacob dayiie ſeaketh me, & 
they wolde knowemy waycs , as a 
Wation that wrought iuſtice, and 
hat had nor left the iudgemenr of 
heir God They aſke me iudge- 
Mentes of 1uſtice (that 15 they quer 
Fell with me) and they deſyre that 
od ſhall drawe neare. Why 
Haue we Faſted(fay they)and. rhou 
Þcholdeſt not? We hauveaftlic- 
Ged our {oules, & thow mil know- 
&itit. The Prophet anſwereth in 
She perſone of God, and fayeth. 
Pecholde in the day of your Faſte, 
ye will ſeak your will, and requyre 
|! your detres, beholde ye Falte, 
fo ſtrife and dehaite, avd ro ſmyte 
with the aſt of wickednes, ye ſhall 
not Faſte as they do to day, to 
make your voice be herd aboue, 


Ilay. 58. 


Ml; 


that is to oppreſſe vthers, ſo th 


In { 


they are compelled to crye vntyn« 


God. Ts it ſuche a Faſte thatþla 
haue choſen? That a man ſhulÞe: 
aftflit his ſoule for a day, and gcc 
bow downe his head,as a bul raſheuc 
and ro ly downe in Sackcloth an{rc 
aſhes, Wilt thow call this a Fair 
ſting , or an acceptable day vntel 
the Lord? Is not this the Faſtingac 
that I haue choſen, to louſe the bihe 


| des of wickedanes, to take of thiþt 


heuie burdinges , and to let th 
oppreſſed go fre,and chat ye breayn 
euerie Yock? Is it not to deale thy1« 
bread vato the hongrie?: And thif 
thow bring the poore that wand 
reth vnto thy hous 2 When thoy 
{eelt the naked , that thow coug 
him? And hy denot thy ſelf tro 
thy owen fleſhe. Then ſhall th , 
lyght break furth as the morning 
and thy health ſhall growe ſþedeps 
lie, thy ryghteouſnes ſhall go be£0 
fore thee, and the glorie of th 
Lord ſha!l embraſe thee. &c. PF! 


&: theſe moſte notable ſentences, - 
\nd in ſuche as follow in the ſame 
Jlace, we have to marck, what thi- 
pes may make our Faſting to be re- 

$:Ged of God, what he craueth of 
ſuche as Faſte frutefully,and what 

dSromes he maketh to ſuch as obey 

Sim. This people externally pro- 

Fcſſed God, they daylic ſought his 

Face, by reparing to the Temple, 

hearing of the Law,and exercyſing 

&@f the Sacrifices , yet did God pla- 

@ue them in mo ſortes then one, as 

Jn the bookes of the Kinges & Cor 
pickles we may read. In their ex- 

remitie they ran(as to them appea 
ged)to the vttermoſte refuge, they 
Faſted, and vnfeanedly humbled 
their bodies, for that the Prophet 

eaneth , when that he ſayeth, 
hat they Faſted rill that their nec- 
es were weakned and made faint 
ps a bull raſhe, for verray lacke of 
xcorporall foode. They layed of 
Their gorgious garmentes, and put 
P13 ſackcloth, &c. And yet were 


| had they forſaken bothe his 1udge ſe 


their troubles nothing releaued; Fc 
And that wes the cauſe why thep v 
querrelled with God, and ſaid fr 
Why haue we Falted, and thogkc 
haſt not ſene? &c. Andi in vere 
ray dede to the naturall man it weſt! 
ſtrange, for god had promiſed thay it 
he wolde conforte his people, wh#1: 
ſoeuer they {hulde humble thenfc 
ſelues before him,notwithitandingt] 
their former iniquitie, 'v 

In the externall ceremonies, nof 0 
in thz corporail exe 5k , therg al 
could no fault be eſpy Why v 
then doeth not oo - eare thenf1 
complaine they * God an ſw erethf 
that their outward profeſsion weſt! 
buc Hipocryſie, their Paſting wel 
but mocking of God , and theif o 
prayers could do nothing but proJt« 
uoke him to further dif pleaſure. [l 
Becauſe that albeit they reteaned 
the Name of God, and albe1:c that 
taey appeared 1n his Temple, yet d 


nents, itatutes,and holy ordinan 
if 


fces. Albeit the body flouped , & 
wes afflicted by Faſting, yer rema- 
E ned the heart proude and rebelli- 
| cus againſt God, for they follow- 
(cd their Owen corrupted wayes, 
$they oppreiled ſuche as were ſub- 
Fiec vnto them, their heuje Yock 
$1:y vpone the neckes of ſuche as 
# could not ridde them ſelues frome 
$their bondage. Amonges them 
were ſtryfe, debaite, whiſperingcs 
x of malice, yea, open contemption, 
+$and manifeſt violence, whiche all 
| vere cuident declaratios of proud 
4 heartes, and impenitent {oules. 
l And therefore God giueth 'ynto 
xj them open defyance, in the tyme 
xt whe they think that they ſeak his 
i} peace moſte carneſtiy. And here- 
{to ought we this day that profclſe 
the Lord Teſus, & haue renounced 
4 abirominations of Papiſtrie , v1ih- 
(10 the Realme of Scotland, giue 
-jf deligent head, Forit is not the 
e{cmple knowledge of the truetrh 
4 onely , nor yet the extcrnall pro- 


feſcion of the ſame, that is acce 
table before God. Nay nay dea 
brethrene, he requyreth the frutg 
Weis || x. rer, 3, Of repentance,and they are, to de 
i 10 clyne from euill, and to do good 
MW as we may read 1n many placesq 
| the Scriprure. Thinke weit 
WP! 6 thing aggreable with the nature of 
gl the Eternall our God, that he ſha 
V:I07 receaue vs 1n fauoure,after that we 
Uy4d haue offended? And we will ne 

18148 for his ſake remit the injures th! 
aredoneto vs. Can we thinket 


TRIO 34. 


j beat peace with him? Wh 

1h: that we ſtubburnelie will conti 

1 28 SS new in {trife amonges our ſelues. 

Ws | S$hal hereleive our greif, bondag 

61 or Yock? And we will not releiut 

v4 j the burdinges that vniultly we lay 

50 vpone our brethrene. Shall h | 
Ft beſtowe his vadeſerued mercy 

it | ponevs? Andwecanſhoyeng 

18 bowels of mercy, to ſuche as wel 

4H in miſerie before oure eyes. Lf 

mot vs notbedeceaued, God can nc 

64. deny him ſei,murther, malice, hi 

Fd. ih | trent 


/ 
. 
- 
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crept, crueltie, opprels10n., Itryte, 
thift, deceat, iniuſt dealing , coue- T** pirig 


rouſnes; auaritiouſnes, and vamer- make oure \ 
cyfulnes vnto the poore , beſydes a ane 
pryde,nor edome,adulterie, vanto- 
nes, and the reſt of the workes of 
the fleſh, are ſo odious before god, 
I that-whill that any of them reig- 
JF neth in the heart of man, he and 
J his whole workes are deteſtable 
I before God. And therefore if we 
deſyre that Gods fearefull iudge- 
mentes ſhalbe ſtayed , let vs ( that 
[ knowe the treuth, and ſay that we 
profefle the ſame ) vnfean edly re- 
turne yato our God, Let vs not 
be infertoures to the King of N1- 
ntue, who. commanded cucrie man 
torurne from his wicked wayes, 
and from the iniquitie that wes in 
his handes. Let vs conſidder what 
our God craueth of vs, bur eſpeci- 
ally let Earles, Lordes, Barrons, 
Burgeſſes, and Artificers confidder 
by what meanes their ſubſtances 
are increaſled, 
E 


tuftice Cra- 
weth . more 
then civile 


Law cs. 


Ebkriſtiane | 


Fr is not yneugh to 1wſtific vsbe 
fore God, that ciuile Lawes cant 
not accuſe vs. Nay brethrene; th 
eyes of our God pearlſeth deaper;: 
then mannes Law can ſtreache. 


The Law of man can not conuice| 
the Earle, the Lord, the Barrone, | 


or Gentilman , for oppreſling of 


the poore labourer of the groiid, | 


for his defence is ready. 


. I may do with my owen as beſt 
pleaſerh me. The Merchand is| 


10ſt yneugh 1n his owen conceat. 


If 4. re men he can not be con« | 


uict of thift and deceat, The Ar- 


tificer and Craftiſman , thinketh| 
him ſelf fre before God,albeit that | 
he nether worke ſufficient ſtufke, | 


nor yet ſell for reaſonable Price. 


how can men liue, if they do not 
as yther do. And thus doeth eue- 
rie man leane vpone the iniquitie 


The worlde is ewill(fayeth he) and | 
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of another, and thinketh him ſelfe| 
ſufficientlie excuſed, when that he| 


ns 


hd 0A was wh, $5 > 2&7 


ad 


meateth Craft with Crafy;& repul-J 
ſeth 


ſeth back violence, ather with de- 
# ccat, or els with open iniurie. © Let 
ys be aſſured deare brethrene, that 


theſe be the finnes whiche hereto-: 


| fore haue prouoked God , not on- 
} lie to plague, bur allo to diſtroye, 
| and vtterhie ouerthrowe ſtronge 
} Realmes,and flouriſhing common 


Now leing that the iuſtice, and 


| Iudgementes of oure God abyde 
t for ever, and that he hath ſolemp- 


| nedlie pronounced , that euerie 
| Realme, Natione or Cictie, thar' 


| {finneth as did Tuda and Teruſalem, 
ſhalbe lykewiſe puniſhed. Let that. 
| fearcfull diſtruction , that came v- 
| pone them, into the whiche after 
| longer and peſt, the ſworde deuo- 
red without diſcretion , the ryche 


C onfulee 
with the 22 
Chaprer "of 
the P rophey 
Ezechiell, 


Tere. y. 


2, Paral, 26 


and poore, the Noble, and thoſe 2.Reg. zs. 


that were of baſle degre, the yong, 
and olde,the Preaſtes,and Prophe- 


| tes, yea, the Matrons, & Virgines, 


| eſchaped not the day of that ſharp 
| Viſttation, Let their puniſhment 
| E. 2 


| 


» Patjal., ) 6 


(we ſay ) prouoke vs to repentice, * 
and ſono dout, we ſhall finde fa-"l 
uour in the eyes of our God, albe- | 
it that he hath begunne to owe | 


vnto vs cuigent fſignes of his dif- 


pleaſure, iaſtly conceaued againſt - 

vs. But ( as God forbidde) if we 
mocke his Meſsingers, and diſpyſe 
his wordes,till that there be no re-. 


meadie as they did. Then can we 
( whome God hath raſed vp toin- 
ſtru& and forewarne yow ) do no- 


thing but take witneſſe of heauen 
andearth, yea, and of your owen 
con ſcience;thar we haue faithfully 
inſtructed yow in the ryght way | 
of God, aſwell as concerning his | 
as 1n doing of | 


trew worſhipping , 
y our dewties one tO another. 


Ana alſo that we have forewarned | 


yow of the plagues to come, firſte 


by our tounges , and now by our. 
pen, for a verpetuall memoraall to 


the potteritie that ſhall follow. 
Who ſhall glorihe God, ather for 


your conucrfion , or Ss for your 


uſt 


a 
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niſhementes, if ye continew ino- 
bedient. 

To preſcriue to euverie man his 
dewrtie In particulare, we can not, 
becauſe we knowe not whereinril!l 


euerie man , and cuerie eſtate par- - 
ticularely offendeth, but we muſt 
remit euerie eſtate, and euerie man 


in his vocation, to the examination 
of his owen conſcience. And that 
according as God commandeth in 
his holy Law,and as Chrilt Tefſus re 
quyreth, that ſuche as (hall poſleſſe 
the Kingdome, with him ſhall do. 

W hich i 1s , whatſocuer ( ſayerh 
he ) that ye wolde men "Dvd do 
vato yow, do ye the lyke vato 
them. By this reule whiche the 
Author of all equirtie, iuſtice, and 
policie hath eZabliſhed. Send we 


the Earles, Lordes, Barrons, and 


entilmen., to trye their oven co- 
| ang wacther that they wolde 
be content that they ſhuldec be en- 
treated (if God had made them 

Ke 4 


:uſt condemnation,and ſeucire PU-. 
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huſeband men , and lauvourers ot”? 


ted, and preſentlie doeth entreat, - 
ſuche as ſome tymes had a mode- 


rate and reaſonable life vnder their | 


predeceſlours. 


be content that their ſteadinges 
and malinges {hulde be raſed from 
male to ferme, from ove ferme to 
two, and ſo going vpwarde , till 
that Bs pouertie, the Ancient lau- 
bourers are compelled to leaue the 
ground in the hances of the Lord. 

If with this entreatmet they wold 
be content, we appeale their owen 
conſcience. 
that they wolde not, then in Gods 
Name we require them to beginne 
to reforme them ſelues, and to re- 
member that it 15 not we, but that 


it is Chriſt Ieſus thar ſo craueth of- 


them. And vnto the ſame reule 
we lcnd Iudges,Lawers, Merchan- 
des, Artificers , and finally, even 
the verra y laubourers of the grofid” 


them 


the ground ) as they haue entrea- -þ 


Whether we ſay that they wolde 


And if they thinke | 


= ta Lo AS —— 7 py _ 


them ſelues. That euerie one in 


'F his vocation may trye how juſtlie, 


| vpryg hilie, and mercytullic he dea 
| leth with his Neighboure. And 
 ifhe finde his conſcience accuſed. 
by the tormer ſentence of our Ma- 
ſter, let him call for grace, that he 
may not onely repent tor the by- 
\ paſt, but allo amend in tyines to 
| come, and fo ſhall rheir Faſting, 
and prayers be acceptable vnto 
God. 
Tf men think that we require the 
thing that is vapolſible. For what 
| vere tnis els? But to reforme the 
face of rhe whole earth? Which 
' never wes, nor yet ſhalbe, till that 
 therighteous King and ludge'ap- 
| peare, for the reitauration of all 
thinges. Weanſwer,that we ſpeak 
not to the godles multitude, ne- 
ther yet to fuche as are mockers 
of Gods ludgementes, whoſe por- 
tion 1s in this Iyfe, and for whore 
the fyre of hell ( wbich now they 
mock ) is aſſuredly prepared... Bur 
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Joan. 15. 


Ifay. 50. 


Gene, 12s 


we ſpeak to ſuch as have profeſſed? 
the Lord Ieſus with vs, wv ho'haue 


_ communicated with his bliſſed Sa- 


cramenrtes, haue renounced Ido- 


latrie, and haue awowed them ſel- 


ues to be new creatures in Ileſus 


Chiiſt, in whome they are ingraf-. 


ted as lively. bran ches,apt to bring 
furth good frute, Now why it 

{huld be thought vnpoſlible, that 
theſe men ( of what vocation that 
ever they be) ſhulde begine to ex- 
preſſe in their lives, that which in 


worde they haue publicly profef- 


ſed. Weſcno good reaſone,yn- 
les thathe wolde ſay that it is vn- 
poſſible that'God ſhall now work 


in men of this age, as weread that 


he hath wronghrt in men before 
vs; and that were blaſphemie. ' 
Seing that the hand of our God 
1s no more hortned towardes Vs; 
then that it hath bene to wardes 
thoſc that hace paſt before vs. 


| . At Godes {cmple commandement 
Abraham left his Fathers hous and 


natiue 


7 
na 


Þ;itive countrie. Moyfes prefer- 
Fred the condition of the people of 
Iſrael! , even In their greateſt afli- Exod. 2. 
fion , to the ryches and gloric of 
TIPharoſe Courte. David vpon the 
ynction of Samuell, did pacientlie_ 
Fabyde the perſecution of Saul ma- '- Samu. 16, 
ny yeares. Zacheus at an dennar 
with Chriſt Teſus, wes not onclic 
conteat to reſtore whatſocuer he Luc. 19. 
had before defrauded , but alſo to : 
ojue the half of all his ſubſtance to 


© k . 
the ſultentation of the poore. 


| And the faithtull in the dayes of 
Jthe Apoltles, ſolde their poſſeſſh- 
ons , and miniſtrat vnto the indi- 
gent. None of theſe excellent. 
Jvorkes craue we of the faithfull in 
Jour age, but onely thoſe, without 
the which the Spirite of ſanctifi- 
cation can not be knowen to be in 
man, to wit, that eucrie man ſpeak 
the treuth with his brother, thar 
none oppreſſe nor detraude .ano- Epher. ,. 
'Jther in any buſynes, that the bow- 
{cls of mercy may appeare amonegs 
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Collofl, J. 


Math, 21. 
& 25» 


ſuche as God hath called to ky þ 


knoweledge, and finally, that wh 
altogether that profeſle the Lord 
Teſus,and do abhorre Idolatrie, ab&- 
horre alſo all kynde of impiertig 
ſtudying to habound in all good 
workes, and to ſhyne as lyghtes in 
the middelt of this wicked gene: 
ration. 
W hich if we do not, we declare 
no dout that Chriſt [eſus dwellethf| 
not within vs, but that we are they! 
thar heare and knowe the wall of 
our Lord, but do not rhe ſame. Ange 
vnto what curle and maledictiot 
ſuche perlones are ſ{abiect, the p: 
rable of the Fegge tre which wey 
threatned to be cut downe, if 1 
brought not furth frute , the curlgh 
given to it, vpon the which Chnl 
Leſus being hongrie, fand no trute 
and his lait ſentence agaialt th 
reprobate, do ſafficiently witne 


_ 


In the which we haune to obſeru 
thar the reprobate are adindgedt 
the fyre, that neuer {halbe quet 

che. 


W\ed,not onely becauſe they com- 
&nted iniquitie, but alſo becauſe 
they were not founde frutefull in 
Mood workes. Let euerie man 
ercfore that will avoyde plagues 
mporall and perpetuall, vnfea- 
edlie {tudie to accompliſhe in 
Sorke, that which in worde, and 
- hutwarde profeſſion he doeth a- 
Sowe, and vpon ſ{uche no dont 
hall the benediction of God reſt, 
yÞhen the manifelt contempners, 
ond cloked Hypocrites ſhalbe ra- 
1G&ed from the face of the earth, and 
Mhalbe caſt in vttermoſte darkenes, 


Where there {halbe weaping and 


«Snaſheing of teith without end, 
hiche ſhalhze the rewarde of all 
1Fheir wicked workes. 

1 Mo thinges we wolde have writ 
tegen , ſuche as the notes vpone the 
M@iſconfiture of Ioſua at Hay , and 


pf the Iſraelites teighring againſt. 


Bentamin , together with the roo- 


Fuerije trce 
that bring« 
ethnortturth 
z eod frute, 
Chalbe curte 
downe and 
coaite in the 
fyre, 


liſhe opinion of the Papiſtes, who ' 


. 
. 


ri! 


Mhink them ſelues obliſhed to Faſt 


are compelled for this preſent | 


fourtie dayes (_ whiche they 6 
their Lent) becauſe that Chriſt if 
ſus Faſted fourtie dayes, immedigf 
ly after his Baptiſme. But theſe 


# 


[ 
bf 
pretermit , be reaſon that the tyn 4 
appoynted ro this preſent exercy Þ 
ot Falting approcheth {o ney, 
If God of his mercy {hall plea 
to continew the light of his Eu 
gle amonges vs, this argument y 
be enlarge: a and ſer furth with gn 
ter circumſtances frome tyme & 
ty me. F i 
 Noy to the ordour ,exercyle, | þ 
avitinence thatis to be kept 10. 
this publict Faſting. Firſte it-i5}; 
be obſerued, that the two day 
before expreſſed, to wit, the | 
Son:iay of Februarie inſtant , af, 
the hrit Sonday of Marche inn. 
aiatly thereafter following,aren, 
appoynted for any ReligioneF$. 
ty ne , nether yet that thoſe Pri 
{4 daycs {hilbe obſerued eug 


Yy care follo wing , but becauſe t f 


ſhor 


( 
Ir 


| 01 


4 
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MW ortely thereafter are the Eſtates 
Fthis Realme appoynted to con- 
TS enc in Parliament Therefore 
Wc whole aſſemblie thought thoſe 
Fayes for the preſent neceſſitie 
Faofte meit , leauing 1n the libertie 
#frhe Churche, what tyme they 
pill appoynt to that exerciſe in all 
W.mes to CUM. = 
' The Sondayes are appoynted 
Fot of ſuperſtition, nether yetto 
Fring in any Schyſme within the 
Fhurch , but becauſe that vpone 
She Sonday the people ( eſpecially 
hat dwell a landwart) may beſt 
\Þttend vpone prayer, and the reſt 
"$f the exerciles that ought to be 
Jhoyned with publict Faſting. - 
'F The abſtinence is commanded to 
*Þc from Setterday at eight houres 
Pt nyght , till Sonday after the ex- 
Fccile at after none, that is after 5. 
"Poures. And then onely bread & 
FTrinke to bevſed, and that with 
ygreat ſobrietie, that the body cra- 


L no neceſſary food, the foule may 
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be prouoked earneſtly to craue 

God that which it moſte neadetffle 

that is mercy for our former y 

thankfulnes, and the aſfiltancegy 

his holy Sp1irite in tymes to comg{le 

Men that will obſerue this «JN 

Ns gait ercyſe, may not any of the ty{v 

may bc vicd dayes vie any kynde of gamm v 

vpone re. but exercyſe them ſelues atter thga! 

yes of ab- 

lace, publict Alſembltes in preuie medips 

tation with their God. 

; Gorgious apparell wolde be abfy 

Gorgi0U teaned fra, during the whole tymgc 
apparel is t0 yl 

beict, ofFour humilution , which is fronſſhi 

the one Sonday in the morninggne 

t1]l the nixt Sonday at nyght, fo 

Albcit that the ſtrairnes of abſlile 

nence15ro be kept, but the tyſt 

dayes onely. *th 

We do not binde the conſciengpe 

Thu Nie of perlones that be vnable. to rift 

2x yot toiid exiremitie of the abſtinence, an 

7 IMs yer do we exhorte the to vſe ths dc 

libertie (if any they tak)in ſecrewſſ# 

lealt that vthers ather follow thelſve 

ewi! exemple, or els wdge-themt ; 


ow 


4 


wm « 


e diſpyſcrs of ſo neceſarie an ex- 
ercyle. - 
The tyme that ſhalbe ſpent, af- 
well before none as after, muſte be 
Jleft to the wiidome of the diſcrete 
IMiniiters, who beſt ci judge bothe 
what the auditoure may beare, and 
Jyhat them ſelues are able to ſuſte- 
Ene. Burt becauſe that this exerciſe 
5 extraordinary , the tyme thereof 
{fvolde be ſomewhat longer then it 
Syſed to bein the accuſtomed A(- 
Wembiiess And yet we wolde nor 
Jhaue it ſo tedious, that it ſhulde be 
oInoy ſome to the people. And ther 

fore we think that thre houres & 
les, before none, and two houres 
dat after none, ſhalbe ſufficient for 
zihe whole exercyle publi&t, The 
clt ro be ſpent in preuie medita- 
$1on, cuerie familic aparte. ; 
gd The Sonday preceading the laſt 
aHonday of Februarie, as before js 
ad, ſhall everie Miniſter give ad- 
uertiſement to his flocke, of ſuche 
hinges as are to be done the nixt 


C 


þ 


3! | _- Sonday follo wing,and of the ca 

"bt IN ſes of the ſame, with ſuche exhap l 
Sn 1 tation as God hall put into they 
EI movthes, to make the people y 
la "| .embraſe the iult commandemet 
oY of the Churche with more glaid, 
vARE. myndes. 
Bo 15  1n townes we thinke expedien 


that the exerciſe of the dodtring 
hy. beginne vpon tie Setterday ataf- 
uf ter none, immediatlie preceading 


f the firit Sonday of abſtineace, ” 
| the people may be the better pref | 
| pared, religioully to vie the olſe ? 

M untions of the nixt day. But in « 
| þ landwart we- think good that thy 
"M/f doctrine beginne the' Sonday be | 
0 fore. The: argum ent of the ſermaf ; 
4:18 and'echortation to be taken from { 
14:38 ſome proper place of the Propheg] « 
0 tes, as of Loel the fitit, where hl \ 
1 f wa. & wed Sanctine a Fatte, appoynl « 
W 0b the Aſſemblie. &c, Orof lon 
© Þo Fenas, 3. the thride, where Tonas cryed, ant 
j fl yet fourtie dayes,and Ninjue hal 
if BY be diſtroyed, &c. Orof Lereml 


the ſeuent. Wherethathe ſay- 
eth. Heare the worde of the Lord 
all Iuda, and ye that enter in by 
theſe gates. &c. Or of the thret- 
tene of Lucas, vpone the declara- 
tion of them that ſhewe to oure 
Maſter the crueltie of Pylate, and 
vpone hisanſwer. Or vpone any 
vther proper place within y Scrip 
ture, that entreateth of repentice, 
of publit humiliation, of the cau- 
ſes, and of rhe frutes of the ſame. 
This ended, as it were for prepara- 
tion, the beginning ſhalbe vpone 
Sonday,from the Law of God, be 
cauſe that all that offendeth-Gods 
Maieſtie, proceadeth-frome the 
tranſgreſsion thereof, and there- 
fore after a ſhorte prayer. That 


God will pleaſe tro make his holy 


worde to fructifie amonges vs,this 
confeſsion ſhalbe made. 


TThe Confeſsion that ſhall go be 


lere. 7. 


_ forethereading of the Law, & . .- 
| before euerie exreyie. 
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Hebr, | 


Pal. L/ Is 


Tere. 3, 


Gene, &. 


Exod, » 4 Z IT 


T 15 of thy mercy 8 Lord, at 
not of our merites, that it hz 
pleaſed thee to ſhowe thy ſelf vii 
to the worlde, cuer from the bg 
ginning,& vnto vs now in this laf 
and moſte corrupt age, yea, Lon 
we further confeſſe, that neth 
Law , nor Evangle, can profite yl 
to Saluaiion, except that thow g 
thy meare grace worke into vs 4 
butcall power that is in this our 
nature. Foralbeit thow teachall 
we ſhall remaine ignorant, albdl. 
thow threaten, we ſhal corempnyg 
And albeit thow promes mercy 8 
grace,yer ſhall we diſpaire and rg 
maine 1n infidelitie ; Onles tha 
thow creat in vs new heartes, writ 
thy Law into the ſame, and ſeal 
mto vs remifsion of our ſinnes,a 
the ſenſe and fealing of thy fathey 
lie mercy, by the power of thy;ht 
lie Spirite. To the originall worl 
thow ſpak by Noha. To Phay 
and his;people., by thy ſeruani 
Moyles, To all Ifraell by the fea 


my wp g=—_= my my , 4 ,p_—o Fw at: (Now. 


—— 


> 


OS &= 


full Trumpet of thy Law, To the 

Cietie of Icruſalem , by thy owen Exod. 20. 
wiſdome, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. wy. _+o.a. 
And to y multitude, aſwel of [ey loan. 20. 
es as Gentiles, by the preaching of , 
thy hoiy Apoſtles. Bat who _ "P RY 
obedience? Who trembled, and 
conſtantly feared thy hote difplea 
J ſurc? Who did rightly acknowled 
ge the tyme of their viſitatio? And 
J who did embraſe and kepe to the 
A end, thy fatherly promiſes? 
J Onely they 6 Lord, tro whome 
 thySpirite wes the inwarde teach- 
FJ cr, whoſe heartes thow opened, & 

J from whome thow remoued Re- 
J bellion and infidelitie , the reſt 
yere externally called, but obeyed 
not, they heard alwel mercy offe- 
red, as threatninges pronounſed, 
but nether with the one nor with 
the vther were they affeQually 
moued, We acknowledge 6 Lord 
that the ſame corruption lurcketh 
n ys,that budded furth in them to 
their diſtruction, and tuſt condemn» 

| F. 2 


lonn, 6. 


To nation. And therefore we ms 
1.6 | humbly bcſeake thee 6 Father j 
10 | merciez,tor Chriſt leſus thy ſong 
4. _ fake, thatas thow haſt cauſed th 
bi | lyght of thy 'worde clearely þ 


a 


- 


ſhyne amongs vs,and as thow hal 
ff plainely initruted vs by the e1 
4M p ternal miniſterie,io the ryght wa 
of Sajuation. Soit will pleak 
FF. .thee inwardly to moue our dull 
+40 heartes, and by the power of th 
i} TR holy Spirite, that thow wall vrig 
RR, & ſeale into them that holy feat 
and reuverece, which thow craut 
of thy choſen childrene, and thy 
faithfull obedience to thy hol 
will, together with the fealing an an 
ſenſe that our ſinnes are fully puſ 
ged, & frely remitted by that.onl 
one Sacrihce, which onely by, 
{elf is acceprable vnto thee,to wil 
the obed1ence, death, & mediatig 
ot thy onely Sone our Souerat 
Lord, onely Paitor, Mediator, a 
hie preaſt,our Lord leſus Chriſt, 
To whome with thee, and wi 
<> 


ſ 
ſ 
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| 


a 


| 
| 
l 
{ 
{ 


'f 


h 
F 


the holy Ghofte \ be all honour 
Land glore, worlde without end. 


WeThis Confeſfion ended,the M:i- 
niſter or Re1der (hall diſtinRiic 
read the 27. and 28, of Deutera- 
nomion, which ended, the Mi- 
nilter ſhill wiſhe everie man to 
diſcen 1 ſecretly into him ſelf, to | 
examine his owen conſcience, 
whereinto he findeth him f(elie_ 
gitie before God. The Mini- 
er him ſelf with the people ſhal 
proltrate them ſelues, & remuine 
in priuzte meditation a reaſvna- 
I ble ſpace, as the quarter of an 
| houre or more. Thereafter ſhal 
the Miniſter exhorte thepeopls 
to canfelTe with him their ſinnes 
and offences as followeth. 


vsT and ryghteous art  WEDT" G 

Lord Gol, Father everlaſting, 
holy is thy wand moſte tuſt aro 
7 iudgementes, yea, cuen when 


10 v doclt puniſhe in greateſt ſo+ «Þ, 
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 newnes of lyfe: and yet have we 


ueritie, we do cofeſſe as the treuth! 


Is, that we have tranſpreſled thy 
whole Law,and haue offended thy* 
godly Maicſtie, in breaking ani 
violating eucrie precept of the 
ſame. And ſo moſte iultly may | 
thow poure furth vpone vs all pla- | 
gues that are thicatned : and that 
we ftinde powred furth vpone the 
diſobedient at any tyme from the 
beginning. And ſo muche the 
rather 6 Lord, becauſe that fo log 
we haue bene called, by thy holie 


wordeto vnſcaned repentance, & 


6s. 

| . | By 
ſtill remancd in our former Rebel Þ* 
lion, and therefore it thow wilt Þ.. 


enter in indgement with vs, we ci... 
nether eſchape confuſion in this &, 
Lyfe, nor 1uſt condempnatis in the , 
lyfe to cum. But Lord thy mercy F. 
is without meaſure, and the trueth &; 
of thy promiſes abydeth for euer. Þ,, 
Vnworthy are we that thow ſhuld Þi, 


eſt Jooke ypone vs, but L ord thow JS, 


haſt promiſed that thow wilt ſhow | 


mercy | 


mercy tO the moſte orieuous offs- 
Wders, whenſoeuer that they reper, 


nd further, thow by the mouth il 
fthy deare Sone our Lord Ieſus l 
hriſt, haſt promiſed that thow ql 


yilt grue thy holy Spirite to ſuche 


| 
5 humblie cal ynto thee. In bol- {| 
Ines of the whiche promes, we 1 
zoſte humbly beſeak thee 6 Fa- I 
her of mercies, that it wold pleaſe ſl 
hy godly Maieſtie, to worke into 1 | 
ur ſtubburne heartes, an vnfea- 'M 
ed dolonr for our former offen- | | 
es, with ſome ſenſe and fealing of Þ 
hy grace and mercy , together "Þ\ 
Fith an earneſt deſyre of Iuſtice |, 
d righteouſhes, in the which we # 
$:c bound continually to walk. Ii 
ut becauſe that nether we nor # 
ur prayers can ſtand before thee, | 
e reaſon of that imperfectione = 
hich {till remaneth in this oure i 
Forrupted nature. Wefleto the | 
Pedience and perfts Tuſtice of [ 
Wclus Chriſt, our onely Mediator, | 
$ vhomc, and by whome, we call [| 
F. 4 | 
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not onely for remiſsion of our fi 
nes, and for aſsiſtance of thy holy 
Spirite, bur alſo for all thinges thy 
thy godly wildome- knoweth: tg 
be expedient for vs, and for thy 
Church vniverſall, Praying af 
he hath taught vs ſaying. 

Our Father that art. &Cc, 


C This ended, the Miniſter ſhall 
read the Text whereupone he 
w1ll ground his Sermone. 


F 


1R$ST he ſhal expone the diy 
nitie and equitic of Gods law, 

Tho Heated Econ dly,the plagues and puniſh: 
zrmore. mentes that enſew the contempt 

| thereof, together with the bliſsin- 
ces promiſed to the obedient oby 
ſeruers of it. Thridly,he ſhal teas 
che Chritt-leſus to be. the end and 
perfection of the Law, x:ho hath 
perftely accopliſhed thar whiche 
wes impolible tro the Law to do, 
And ſo ſhall he exhorte everie mi 
to vaſeaned repentance, to ſtead: 


faf 


Rom. 3. 


I aft faith in Chriſt TIeſus, and to 
ſhowe frutes of the ſame. 
The Sermone ended, the com- 

mone prayer ſhalbe vſed that is 
conteaned in the Palme booke, 
the 46. page thereof, beginning 
thus. God almyghtie and heauely 
Father. &. Which ended, the 
51, Pſalme ſhalbe ſoung whole, & 
ſo with the benediction, the Af: 
 ſembleis ro be demitted for that 
exerciſe. 


At after noune, 
| E* TER inuocatibn of Godes 
Name publicly by the Mint- 
| ſter,and ſecretly by every man for 
| a reaſonable ſpace, The Miniſter 
z may take the argument of his Ser- 
| mone from the beginning of r19. 
| Plalme , where the deligent Rea- 
{ der {hall obſerue the properties 8& 
conditions of ſuche, as in whoſe 
heartes God writeth his Law. Or 
if that be thought ouer hard, then 
may ye take the Text of Lohne. 


God 
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t. Toa. 3, 


ſellowſhipe with him. 8&c. The 


prayer 15 referred vnto the Mint- 


{ter, the 6: Pſalme ſhalbe loung. 

The benedidtion and exhorta- 
tion , to call to mvnde whercforg 
that exerciſe 13 vſed, being ended, 
The publicexerciſe {halbe put to 
end for that day. 


A LBETT thattolandwart the 
people can not well conucne 
euerie day betuix the two Sonday 
es,yet 1n Broughes & Townes we 
think they ought to conuene, an 
hour before none,and an houre & 
more at after none. The houre 
before none, to be the houre ac- 


cuſtomed ta the commone pray- 


ers. The houre at after none to | 


be at 3. houres or after, 


ET The exerciſe of the 
_ whole woke. 
THE 


God 1s lyght., and into him there! 


is no darcknes, if we ſay we haue'| 


Al 77 un beginning ever to be with 
\ T Confeſsion of our ſinnes, and 
| Timploring of Godes graces. Then 
certane Plalmes, and certane Hi- 
toric s to be diſtinctly red, exhor- 
tation to be conceaued thereupo, 
and prayers lykewiſe,as God ſhall 
n{truct and inſpyre the Miniſter 
or Reader. 


@Mononday before none. 


Palm. 2. 3. and 10. | 
Hiſtorie. 2. of the Iudges. 
| After none. 
Plalm. the 12. 1;, and 17. 
Hiſtorio the G6, of the ludges. 
CE Teuſday before none. 
Palm. the 25. and 28, 
Hittorie the 7. of the Tudges. 
After none. 
Plalm. the 36. and 40, 
Hiſtorie the 4. of the Tudges. 
Wedneſday before none. 
Palm. the 14. and 55. 
|Hiſtorie the 19, of the Iudges. 
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 Aﬀer none. 

Pſalm, the 44. and 56. 

Hiſtorie the 20. of the Indges, 

q Thuriſday before none, 

Palm. the 49. and 57. 

Hiſtorie. the 3. and 4. of Eſter, 
After none. 

Pſalm. the 37. 
Hiſtorie. the 5. 6. & 7. of Eſter: 
CEryday before none, 
Pſalm. the 59. 61, and 64 
Hiſtorie. the 2, of Paralip. 20, 

After none. | 

Pſalm. the 69. = 
Hiſtorie, the 35. of Ifai. 4 
| 

{ 


gSetterday before noae, 

Plalm. the 68. and 70. 

Hiltorie. the 379. of Ifai. 

After none. 

Pſalm. the 74. and 77. 
Hiſtorie. the 9. & 10. of Eſdras. 
Sonday the laſt day of this pub- 
li& exerciſe for this tyme , be- 
fore none ſhalbe vſed in all 
thinges as the former Sonday, 
except that the 26, of Leuiticus 
may 


| may be red for the 28. of Deu- 
.teronom1on, and for the prayer 
| ſhalbe vſed that which is to be 
found in the Pſalme booke, the 
15 5. page, beginning. Eternall 
and cuerlaſting, &c. 


. ESonday at after none. 
FIND. Jo Ot 
Hiſtorie, the 9. of Daniel. 


HE cexhortation and pray- 
ers ended, for the concluſion 


ſhalbe diſtin&ly red the $0. Pal. 


And ſo with exhortatio to cuerie 
man to conſidder to what end the 
whole exerciſe tendeth: With 
benediQtion the Aſſemble ſhalbe 
demitted. 


T HE exhorrtations and pray- 


ers of eucrie ſeucral exerciſe, 
we haue remitted to be gathered 


by the diſcrete Miniſters, for ryme 


preaſſed vs ſo, that we could not 


framethem in ſuch ordeur as wes » 


conuenient, nether yet though 

wet ſo expedient to pen , prayey 
vnto men, as to teache them with 
what heart, and affeion, aad for 
what cauſes we ſhulde pray in this 
great calamitie, appearing ſhottliq 
to ouerwhelme this whole Realm, 
vnles god of his g-eat mercy abukg 
mannes expe&tation fade the re. 
meady. Before whome it is that , 
we hauz (and preſently do ) pro- , 
ſtrate our ſelues , for obteaning of 
thoſe thinges, without whiche the 
lyght of his Euangle, can not long 
cotinew with vs. And therfore yet 
ones againe we exhorte, & by the 
power comittes ynto vs by God, 
charge all that profeſſe the Lord 

TIeſus, and the finceritie of his Eui: 
gle, within this Realme, that euen 
as they loue the quyetnes of their 
cominon wealth, the continuance! 
of Chriſt Teſus his holy F aangle; | 
within the ſame, and their owen” 

_Saluarion,t: together with the Salut) 
"tion of their polteritie,that vnfess 


nedly! 


red!y they proſtrate them ſelues 
before the T hrone of Godes Ma- 
;eſtie, & in bitternes of heart pray 
vith VS» 


- 


A Ryſe 6 Lord, and let thyne 
ennimies be confounded, Let 
them fle from thy preſence, that 
hate thy godly name, Let the gro 
Ines of thy aftlicted enter in bees 
thee. And preſerue thow by thy 
foven power ſuche as be appoyn- 
ted to death. Let not thy ennimi- 
es thus triumph to the end: bur let 
them vnderſtand that againſt thee 
Ithey fight. Preſerue the wyne 
Jvbich thy ryght hand hath plan- 
Fed. Oppone thy power to the 
power of that Romaine Anti- 
chriſt, and let the glorie of 
thyne annoynted leſus 
Chrift our Lord, ſhyne 
before all Nations. 
So be it, 


| 


$ « Haften Lord and tary not. 


INTE N D ENTE S , Mt- 
NISTERS, AND COM Ny ISI 
oners of Kirkes, Reformed within 
the Realme of Scotland, Aſſemb- 
I:d in Edinburgh the 25. day of 
December. 1565. To the Mi- 
nilters of Teſus Chriſt, within the 
ſame Realme, deſyre grace and 
peace from God the Father of our 
Lord Teſus Chriſt, with the perpe- 
tuall conforte of the holy Spirite. 


Wa H E preſent miſerie, 
| D \ and greater troubles 
a\l appearing {Þortly to 

kg, yY follow, craue (deare 
78S & {R. brethrene) that eue- 
ric nn of vs exhorte and admo- 
niſhe another, that we recule not 
back in the beginning of this bat- 
tel: whrch 1s cum ypon vs, vnlook=-:: 


ed for of marly, A And 'theretereit- 
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2. Timct, 2, he {triue laughfully , and alſo that 


2n A 9, 


ers with yow of the afflictions 6 


ad 


3.that we your brethrene, pa 


Jeſus Chriſt, vnderſtanding the ex 
tremitie, wherein the whole Mini. 
Nters within this Realme now {tx6,| 
for lake of reaſonable prouiſion,ty 
them ſelues and poore families, - 
Haue thought expedient to com+| 
municate. with yow our myndegs 
by this our letter. Which 1s, that| 
firſte we ſhall deligently .marke, 
thoſe wordes of the Apoſtle ſay-| 
ing, No man ſhalbe crouned,onleg | 


fearefull ſentence of our Maſter 
Telus Chriſt ſaying. No man put- 
ting his hand to the plough, and 
looking backe, 1s apt to the King=-| 
dome of God, We haue ones pro 
feſſed our ſ{elues warriours againſt 
Sathan, and laubourers in the huſ= | 
bandrie of the Lord our God, who” | 
of his mercy hathe opened oure | 
mouthes to exhorte vthers to co-:þ 
tempe this wicked worlde,. and to. | 
contend to enter into that heauen | 


ly 


ly Teruſale. God hath honored vs 
ſo, that men hath iudged vs the 
| Meſingers of the euerlaſting , by 
*F vs hath he diſcloſed 1dolatrie . by 
»| ys are the wicked of the worlde 
} rebuked, and by vs hath our God 
\ c6forted the conſciences of many i 
*| that were oppreſſed with ignorice 
and impietie, Conſi:ider then | 
| deare brethrene whar {clander & 
| offence ſhall wegiue to the weak? | || 
'F What occaſion of reioyling {hull | 
} theennimies haue? And to whar j 
| ignominie ſhall we expone the glo | 
rious Euangle of leſus Chiiſt? If i 
that we for any accaſion ſhall de- 
| fiſt and ceaſe from publict preach- 
| ing of the ſame, i 
Wee that admoniſhe yow are 
| not ignorant, nether yet altoge-. i 
| ther without experience, how ve- | 
hement a dart pouertie is , & what i 
þ troubleſome cogirations it is able | 
| toraſe, yea, euen in men of grea- | 
| teſt conſtancie, But yet deare 
| brethrene, we ought ecarneſtlie to 
EE G. 2 
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Math. 16. 


Jaap, Is. 


we are entered , into this: moſte 
honorable vocation, and.what we 
chiefly ſeake in the preaching of | 
the Euangle, For if we lay before 
vs vther conditions , then Tefus 
Chriſt laide before his Apoſtles, 
when he ſend them furth firſte to 
preache the glaide tydinges of his 
Kingdome. And it we ſeake & ym 
2gine to our felues, better entreat- | 
ment of this wicked generation, | 
then we find the derreit ſeruands 
of God haue gotten in the worlde: 
we cther deceaue our ſelues, or 
els declaire vs not to be trew ſuc- 
ceſſours of thoſe, whole doctrine 
we propone to the people. They 
were ſend furth as ſheape, amongs 
the middeſt of Woltes, to them it 
wes pronounced, that they ſhuld 
be hated, they {huld be mocked, 


men ſhulde curſſe and perſecute 


them for the Teſtimonie of the 
treuth, which threatnings we find 
not to hane bene vaine, but to 

| hausg 


haue fallen vpone the chiefeſt me- 
bers of-Teſus Chriſt, as the ARtes 
of the Apoſtles beare teſtimonie. 
And think we thu the ſame E- 
uangle which they preached,can 
haue ane vther ſucceſle in oure 
Miniſterie., then it had in theires ? 
In.giftes. we multe confelſte oure 
ſelues -farre Inferioure to thoſe 
lyghtes of tne worlde , in deli- 
gence and painefull trauell we can 
not be compared, and yet we loke 
to be partakers of the Kingdome, 
which god hath prepared for ſuch 
as paciently abyde the gainecom- 
ming of the Lord [eſus. And ſhall 
vein nothing communicate with 
them?. They were ſome tymes 


waipped , ſome tymes ſtone1, oft 
calt in preaſon , and the blood of 


many fealed vp their doctrine. 


And ſhall we for pouertie leaue 
the flock of Ieſus Chrilt, before 


that it vtterly refuſe vs% God 
fordid deare brerthrene, for whay 


{hall diſcecne vs from the Merce- 
"G3 


yea,if one Realme caſt vs furth, we 
may receaue' the benefite of ano« 


i naries and Hyrelings ? If our c6. 
1 ſtancie in aduerſitie ſhal not do it 
[1 The Hyrelings in tyme of quiet- 
[-6 ues,teache the treuth as we do, in 
[1 giftes and vtterance they commd- 
|: if lie excead vs, in lyfe and conuer. 
11/50 ſation . they, may fora ſeaſon be| 
iT Irreprehenſ{ible, What 1s it then| 
Jil that maketh them Hyrelings? | 
I Our maſter &Sauiour ITeſus Chriſt 
1100 an{s ercth ſaying. The merce-| 
1 ſoan, 16, Paric ſeeth the Wolfe comming, 
| fl and fleeth, becauſe he is a Merce-| 
Mika narie. Then the leauing of the| 
[| flock, when Wolfes come to in- 
1.18 uvade it, proueth ſuche as were hol| 
den Paſtours, to be nothing but| 
136 Hyrelings, we deny not, but ifin| 
1:12 one Cictie we be perſecuted, wel 
[ may laughfully flee ynto another, 


[18 ther, But ever ſtil] with this con} 
| q dit:on,that ve calt not fromvs the} 
| [1 jr: feſ-1on that pr blictly we hauej 


made , nether yet that we ceaſe to| 


fead | 


fead the flock of Teſus Chriſt, and 


| to gaineſtand the teachers of fals 


doQrine, ſo farre furth as in vs ly- 
eth. - But hereiato ſtandeth the 
queſtion, whether may we whome 
God hath called to this honour, 
that he hath made vs Ambaſſadou- 
res of: his good will, vnto this vn- 
thankfull generation, defiſt frome 
our vocations? Becauſe that we 
can not be prouided of Reaſona- 
ble liuinges , as God hath commi- 
ded, and our trauelles deſerue. 
The Spirite of God: vaiformlie 
through the Scriptures wil anſwer 
vs. Thar Helias wes ſend to be fel 
by the Ravens. Elizeus and his 
Scollers were compelled to gather 
Herbes to make pottage. Paule 


{ did oft line by the worke of his 


owen handes, but weneuer fnde 
that they receaued dimiſcion from 


| their vocations. Seing then dear 


| brethren», that- God as yet hathe 


| Mitie that we finde vthers before 


tempted none of:-vs with the extre 


| GG, 4 


1. Reg. w. 
2. Reg. 4. 


vs, have ſuffered arid ouercoms 
let vs be aſhamed ſo! ſuddenly tg] 
faint,even inthe brunt ofthe ues 
tell; The price of Chriſt Teſushis 
. death and paſzion.1s committed tg 
our Charge, the eyes of men-are 
þenr vpon vs, and we mult anſwer 
bcfore that 1ud ge, who will not.ad 
mit euverie foes that pleaſeth Vs; 
but will Indge vprygbtly,as.in his] 
worde he hath before. pronouns | 
ced. Lectvs therelore ſtand faſt, 
not onely in the treuth, but-alſo in 
defence & aduancing of the ſane, | 
v hich we can not do, if we. ceaſe 
from our publict vocarions.. , Let 


vs deare brethren ſtand faſt in the} 


{ame, & commir our bodies to the | 
care of him who feaderh the fou- 
les of the aire, and bath promy led 
that he knoweth whereof we-haue 
neade, He preſerued vs in the dark 
nes of our Mothers bolome, he | 

prouyded our foode 10 their brea- F- 
{tes, and"inſtruted vs to vie the | 
Kine, FRED v we knew bim not, he | 


hath | 


hath nouriſhed vs in the tyme of 
blyndnes and of impietie and will 
he now diſpyſe vs? When we call 
vpone him , and preache the glorj 
ous goſpell of his deare Sone our 
Lord [eſus. Nay deare brethreqge, 
he nether will nor can, vnles that 
jinfidelitie cut vs of from his mer- 
cyfull proutdence, Let vs con- 
fidder that the whole earth is the 
Lordes, and all- the tulnes of the 
ſame, that heis able to moue the 
heartes'of men, as belt pleaſerh 
him. He is able to bliſſe and mu]- 
tiplte thinges that are nothing in 
the eyes of carnall men. It is but 
pouertie that as yet doeth threa- 
ten vs, which if we be not ableto 
contempne :, how ſhail weabyte 
the furie and terroure of death? 


| W hich many-thouſandes before 
Vs haue ſuffered for the teſtimonie 


of the ſame treuth, which we pro- 


| felleand teache, and diſpyſed all 
| vorldly redemption , as the Apo- 


2. Reg. 4. 


loan. 6. 


Math » Io 


| Ye ſpeaketh, .. This is but agen- Hebr. n, 


till tryall which our Father taketh 


of our obe1ience, which if we wil. | 


lingly offer vnto hitn, the bowels 
of his Fatherly compaſsion , will 
rather caufe the heauens, yea, the 
Rockes & Riuers to Minilter vn- 
to vs thinges neceſlarie to the bg 
die, then that he ſhall ſuffer vs tg 
periſhe, if we dedicate our whole 
lives vato him. Let vs be frequet in | 


reading ( which allace over many | 


_— 
Lt. A Ah. At _ 


wm DA... _ 
yu 


_ ucts. A oi te... 


diſpiſe ) errnelt in prayer, deliget | 
in watcheing ouer the flock, com- 
mitted to our charge, and let our 
ſobrietie and temperate lyfe, eſh1- 
me the wicked, and be exemple| 
to the godly. And the there 1s no| 
dout, but the Eternall our God 


th... ——— tA tact 


—_— 


bon. oe 


ſhall remeady this extremitie , he 
ſhall confound our ennimies , and 
ſhall ſhortly conuert our teares & 
murning, in ioy and myrth,to the| 
glorie of his owen Name, and to 
the conforte of the poſteritie to 
cum. Through the merites and} 


Iinterceſion of Ieſus Chriſt oure| 


Lord| 


Lord, whoſe holy Spirite con- 
forte yow and vs to the end, 
Of Edinburgh in our ge- 
nerall Aſſemblie, the 
laſt Seſsion thereof, 
ANNO. 1565. 


a * 


& To the faithfull Reader. 


Lbeit that nether ſuche as did 
XL firſte command, nether yet 
thoſe that haue trauelled to fer 
furthe this ordour of public Fa- 
{ting , and admonitions to the Mi- 
nilters, haue impyre aboue the bo- 


| dies of ſuche as vnto whome they 


wryte: yer haue they no dout po- 
ver from Gcd to rebuke ſinne, & 
to craue repentance, eſpecially of 


' ſuche as God hath called to his 
| knowledge, in the middelt of this 
' moſte obitinate and corrupt gene- 


rations 


Tzech. 9. 


ration. And therefore in the boy t 
els of [eſus Chriſt, we requyre all}n 
men to ponder and wey, whatiz|v 
the eftate of this Realme at rhig}1| 
preſent,and if they ſe not clearely|| 
ut cauſes why that God ſhouldeſt 
punithe in his hote diſpleaſure, the} s 
we can be content that men liueſh 
at their owen quyetnes, Bur if} 
that initice be vatuerfally oppreſ.Þp 
ſ-d, & iniquitie !o menteaned,that t 
tt ouerflo weth this whole realme,| 
then dare we be bolde to cry with|Þ 
the Prophet Eze:tiell, that ſuche| 
as murne not tor the abhominati- 
ors thit now habound , {hall pe- h 
riſhe in the iniquitie of this moſte 
{tabburne generation, W hillfD 
that ſuche as ſemplie obey Godyp® 
ſperking by. his moſte difpyledf* 
Miniſters, ſhall avoy Je vengeance 

bothe temyorall and eternall, weÞ* 
dout not but ſauche as think them 
ſelues more wyſe, then they deF* 
ciaire them ſelues godly, ſhal alks 
wierefore ſhall we be ſubiect rop* 


thi 


{| the ordinances of men? Haue we 
tinot the Spirite of God to teache 
{vs in all thinges? We anſy er,that 
eff 6,45 men,command any thing, 
y[Ictit not be obeyed, but if we in 
ofthis age command the ſame things 
«vhich God 1n the ages before ys 
efhath commanded by his ſeruands, 
Jet them be ware, leaſt that in dif- 
\|pyſing of vs, they diſpyſe not alſo 
ththe Eternall God: whoſe holie 
 {yorde13 to vs afiurance of cverie 
h|precept that we have given, And 
effurtier, we tcare not 10 ſay that 
.{uche as murre not with Tacob in 
his atfii&ton, ſha] not reioyſe with 
ef him in the day of his deliverance, 
fbut they ſhalbe cSpelled ro murne 
1j82d quaike with Pharo without 
Jþend, 

of Many thinges we have omitted 
reſo further oportunitie, and betrer 
mpoccalion. God grant that things 
efpemplte ſpoken , & vprightly mer, 
cemay be interpret according to the 
rofſeule of charitie, and obedientlie 


nt 


| 
: 
| 
, 


þ 
| 


ay 


24 


q Watche and pray,for the days: 


Ez 


Math. 
dynes to cum. 


II, and the ryghteous Iuq 


of the publict Aſlemblie. 
Hebr, to, Are cul 


© Haſten Lord and tary not, 


followed as God requyreth, 


1S 1 TCa 


q Tohne Knox at the comman( 
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